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Chap. XIX. AND EXAMEN DU PRIN

world, by his barbarities, was likewife murdered in his turn [¢]. Ma-
chiavel indeed pretends, that the difdain, with which he was looked

upon by every body, on account of the bafenefs of his extraction, was
the caufe of his death [4]: but in this he is much miftaken: for a man
that has advanced himfelf to Empire, by dint of his own courage, is no
lenger reproached with the meannefs of his family ; his power then is
only confidered, and not his birth. Pupien was the Son of a Black-
fmith [z], Probus, of a Gardener, Dioclefian, of a Slave, Valentinian,
of a rope-maker; and yet they were all highly refpected [£]. Francifco
Sforza, who made a conqueft of Milan, was the Son of a Peafant:
Oliver Cromwell, who bowed the necks of the Englith to his yoke,
was the Son of a private Gentleman : Mahomet, the Founder of the
moft flourithing Empire in the Univerfe, had been Servant to a
Broker: Samo, the firft King of Sclavonia, was a French Merchant [/].
The famous Piafte, whofe name is ftill fo much revered in Poland, was
elected King, whilft he had yet a pair of wooden clogs upon his feet,
and lived in great honour till he was an hundred years old [#]. How
many great Generals, Minifters, and Chancellors have been of ple-
betan extraction? Europe abounds with fuch examples: and fo much
the better; as it thews that thefe employments are commonly given ac-

[¢] Yet Mr. Voltaire, in his General Hiftory of Europe. 74l III. part vi. p. 163.
fpeaking of the beginning of the Seventeenth Century, fays as follows. ¢ Cromweil
made himfelf Mafter of England, Scotland and Ireland.” A Rebel, whofe name was Lift-
ching, obliged the laft Emperor of the Chinefe to ftrangle himfelf, together with his wife
and children, which opened a paflage into China for the Tartars. In India, Aurengzeb
rebelled againit his father, who died of a lingering death in prifon, whilft the fon enjoyed
the fruits of his iniquity in peace. Muley Ifhmael, the greateft of all Tyrants, was
practifing the moft horrid cruelties in the Empire of Morocco. Of all the Kings upon
earth, thofe two Ufurpers, Aurengzeb and Muley Ifhmael, lived the happieft and the

longeft. . They were both above an hundred years old when they died. Cromwell,
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> long, but ruled and died in

though as wicked as either of them, did not live indeed

o = I s = 2
eace.—If we exaimine the Hiftory of the World, we fhall find weak Princes unfortu-
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nate, and great Villains fuccefsful ; as if the Globe was a vaft fcene of plunder and de-
vaftation, abandoned to fortune and caprice.”
[#] Machiavel likewife affigns his cruelty as another caufe.
7] Marechal de Village.
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k] Pupien and Probus, were both killed by the Soldiery : Valentinian killed himfelf
: : ¢ 5 r J )
/1 pa CIOW then nignly reipeciedar
with How then highly refpected ?

[/] He put himfelf at the head of the Sclavonians, to deliver t om the Tyranny
i

of the Huns: in which he fucceeded fo well, that being raifed by them to the throne, he
afterwards reigned over that people fix and thirty years with great renown. And. Brunner.
[m] ¢¢ In the year 820 there was an Inter-regnum full of troubles in Poland, till the

Poles declared Piaftus, a country fellow born at Cruffwitz, their Prince; from whom

ever fince, fuch of the natives as obtained the royal dignity, were called Pig/i. His
pofterity reigned a long time in Poland ; and from them defcended the race of the Dukes

of Lignitz and Brieg, in Silefia, which is but lately extin&. It is faid he was an hundred
and twenty years old when he died.” Puffendorf’s introduétion to the Hiftory of Europe,

?. 305, :
02 cording

>




	o-ital-mach-120q-v1-189

