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Chap.XX. AND:EXAMEN DV PRIN

CHAP XX

Whether Fortreles, and fome other things, are of Service or differvice to-
a Prince.

YOME Princes; in order- to- fecure themfélves effeGtually in the-

) pofleflion of their dominions, have difarmed their Subjes; others
have fomented jealoufies and factions in their Cities = fome have de-
fignedly made themfelves enemies amongft them; others have endea-
voured to gain thofe whom they fufpeéted in the beginning of their
reign: fome again have built fortrefles, and others have demolithed
them. And though no certain or determinate rule can be laid down,
with regard to fuch expedients, except one had a thorough knowledge
of the refpe@tive States where they are to be put in practice; yet I
fhall fay fomething of them in general, as far as the nature of the thing
will admit.

It was never known then, that a new Prince difarmed his Subjeés :
on the contrary, when he has found them difarmed, he has always put
arms into their hands. For by fo doing, he makes them fo many Soldiers
entirely at his Service; thofe that were fufpected, become faithful to
him ; thofe that were faithful before, are confirmed in their attach--
ment; and his Subje&ts become his partifans. It is true he cannot arm
them all; but if he is kind and obliging to thofe whom he does arm,
he may make the bolder with the reft. Befides, thofe that are employ-
ed by him, will think themfelves honoured by that preference [ p]: and
thofe that are not, will excufe it, as they muft think them more worthy
of reward, who are moft expofed to danger. But if he difarms them,
he prefently forfeits their affections; becaufe it gives them reafon to
think he has but a mean opinion, either of their courage or fidelity:
which will certainly make them hate him. And as he cannot poffibly
fupport himfelf without an army, he will then be under a neceflity of
taking Mercenaries into his Service; the inconvenience of which I have
already fufficiently- thewn. But fuppofing Mercenaries to be ever fo
good troops; they would not be able to defend him, both againft a
powerful foreign enemy, and difaffe¢ted Subjects.  New Princes, there-

[ p] As in the cafe of the fourteenth Legion, which alway continued faithful to Nero,..
and refpected his' memory, out:of gratitude for the honour which he had done it-in making
choice of it, as the moft valiant -in his Service, to reduce Britain which had revolted.
¢ Addiderat (quarta decumanis) gloriam Nero, eligendo eos ut potiffimos: unde longa
illis erga Neronem fides, and ereda in Othonem Studia;”. becaufe Otho -was like Nero -
in his temper,” Tacit, Hifl, 2, :
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