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Chap. XX.

felf ftill higher by the very means which they took to deftroy him [7].
For this reafon, fome have been of opinion that a wife Prince, upon
certain occalions, fhould artfully excite feeble infurretions againft him-
felf, by quelling which, he will become ftronger and more formidable
than he was before [ /7.

Princes, and particularly new ones, have generally found thofe. men-
more faithful and ferviceable to them at laft, whom they fufpe@ed in
the beginning of their reign, than others on whom they put moft con~
fidence at firft, Pandolpho Petrucci, Lord of Siena, governed that ftate
chiefly by the affiftance of fuch as he had once fufpected. Much, how--
ever, cannot be faid with any certainty of this matter; as it muft vary
of courfe, according to the times and circamftances of things: I fhall
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only add,. therefore, that if thofe perfons that are difaffected to a Prince
at the beginning of his government, are fuch as ftand in need of his
favour to fupport them, they may eafily be gained; and they will always
be very officious in ferving him afterwards, becaufe they know that
fuch a degree of affiduity 1s neceffary to cancel the prejudice he had:
conceived againft them: fo that he will reap greater advantage from
their diligence, than from others who think tl celves more fecure of
his favour, and confequently will be apt to neglect his affairs [#].  But
fince the nature of the Subject in fome meafure feems to require it, I
cannot help advifing a Prince, who has newly made himfelf mafter of
a ftate, by a correfpondence with the natives, to confider well, what
motives could induce them to lend him their afliftance: for if it did
not proceed from real affetion for 1if;

vernment, it will be exceeding difficult to keep ther g
caufe he will find it impofiible ever to fatisfy them [#]. Many examples

[#] As the did to Tiberius, whofe life, before he c:
dangers and. troubles. ¢¢ Cafus prim4 ab infantia ancipi
privignus introiit multis =mulis conflictatus eft, dum |
Luciufque Ceefares viguére. . ... Sed Maxime in lubri
Julid, impudicitiam uxoris tolerans, aut declinans.”
¢ quem multa ambigua, multa profpera extulerant, ut »
res preemineret.” Annal. 12, And to that Roman Captain, whom' the viciffi

& Agrippa, mox Cai

n, tudes of ¢
good and bad. fortune had made intrepid in all changés. ¢¢ Czcina fecundarum ambi- -
guarumque rerum fciens, eoqué interritus.”’ Awnal. 1,

[/] This, perhaps, might be Diogenes’s mezning when. he fzid, it was neceflary to
have enemies.—It may be proper, according to human. prudence, for a Prince to force
his private enemies into open action, if they are not too numerous; that fo he may fi
prefs them, .or at leaft prevent them from doing him more mifchief in fecret, than they
could do openly.—This feems to be the meaning of certain occafions here.. But is it necef= -
ary to excite, to create enemies, .on purpofe only to cut them off ?

[#] Thus Marius. Celfus proved faithful to Otho, though he had been a firm friend to
Galba, ¢ Marium Celfum Conf. Gdlbz ufque in extremas res amicum fidumgque.”
Zacit. Hiff. 1. ¢ Otho inter intimos habuit . . . . ... manfitque Celfo velut fataliter
etiam pro Othone fides integra.” ibid.

[#] ¢ Multi odio prefentium & cupidine mutationis.”” Tacit,. Amal, 3.. ¢ Privatas -
fpes agitantes, fine publicd curd.” Hif. 1.
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