THEM RI'NCE, Chap. XXV
-
Che 1" antico valore
Ne ¢l’ Italici caor’ non €’ ancor morto,

When virtue takes the field,
Short will the confli¢t be ;
Barbarian rage fhall yield
The palm to It

1
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aly
For patriot blood ftill warms Italian veins;
Though low the fire, a fpark at leaft remains.

EXAMEN: GH AP+ XXVL
Concerning the different forts of Negotiation, and what may be called a
Juft reafon for making war.

N the courfe of this eflay, I have pointed out *the difingenuity of

Machiavel’s reafoning, and fhewn the fallacious manner in which
he endeavours to impofe upon Princes, by recommending Villains to
their imitation, under the mafk of great men. I have attempted to
pluck off the difguife of Virtue, which he has thrown over Vice, and
to correct the errors under which many people lie in. their notions of
Politics. I have reprefented to Sovereigns that true Policy confifts in
furpafling their fubjeéts in virtue ; that fo they may not be reduced to
the neceflity of condemning that in others which they practife them-
{elves : and I have made bold to add, that fuch aQions as are ufually
accounted great and brilliant, are not fufficient to make them truly
glorious, except they likewife tend to the benefit and bappinefs of
mankind. To thefe confiderations, I fhall fubjoin two others; one
in relation to negotiations, and the other to the reafons for making war
which may properly be called lawful and juft.

The Minifters that refide at foreign courts are -privileged fpies [x],
who watch the condué of thofe Princes to whom they are fent: it is
their bufinefs to penetrate into their defigns, to weigh their actions, to
forefee dangers, and to inform their mafters of them in time. Their
principal aim fhould be to preferve amity betwixt Sovereignsy but,
inftead of being peace-makers, they often flir up wars. They employ
all manner of flattery, artifice, and feduction to draw fecrets of State
out of other minifters: they gain upon the weak by addrefs, upon the

[+] Sir Henry Wotton fays, an Ambaflador is Vir bonas peregre miffus ad mentiendum
Reipublice caufd 5 a good man fent to lie abroad. for the benefit of his Gountry o tor fo it is
tranflated by fomebody. But here is an ambiguicy in the word /e, which was not intended
in the Latin,
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