THE PRINCE, Chap. XXVI.

vour to opprefs them ; where it is neceflary to ufe force and violence
to extort that which cannot be obtained by gentle means ; and to com-
mit the caufe of the injured to the event of a Battle. In fuch cafes a
vigorous war is the only expedient to reftore a firm and lafting peace :
for good motives alone make a war juft or unjuft; but the paffions and
ambition of Princes often blind their judgment, and reprefent the moft
violent and injurious actions in the faireft light.' It is a remedy, how-
ever, that thould not be applied, whilft any other is left: and it ought
always to be well confidered, whether it is the effect of pride, or the
refult of cool reafon and neceffity.

Defenfive wars are certainly the moft juftifiable ; but there are
others occafioned by difputable titles, in which princes are neceflitated
to affert their rights, {fword in hand, and to determine their refpective
pretenfions by force. A due precaution and regard to felf-preferva-
tion, fometimes likewife engage a Prince in war ; and though indeed
fuch a war may, ftri@tly fpeaking, be called an offenfive one, it is
neverthelefs juft. When fome enormous over-fwelled power feems
ready to burft, and threatens the world with havock and deftruction,
it is but common prudence to throw up ditches and banks to reftrain
the courfe of the torrent, and prevent an inundation, whilft it is yet
in one’s power. When the clouds begin to gather together, when
thunder and lightning proclaim the approach of a ftorm, the Prince,
who is more immediately threatened with the danger, and cannot with-
ftand it alone, ought to enter into alliance with others, the circum-
ftances of whofe affairs may likewife make it neceflary for them to join
him for their own fafety. If the kings of Egypt, Syria, and Macedonia
had confederated againft the Romans, the latter could never have con-
quered thofe nations: a firm alliance amongft them would have fruftra-
ted thofe ambitious defigns, the accomplithment of which enflaved the
Univerfe. As_it is a point of prudence to chufe the lefs of two
evils, when one of them is unavoidable, and to prefer a certain advan-
tage to one that is uncertain, it is better for a Prince to enter into an
offenfive war, whilft he is at liberty to make choice, either of the olive
or the laurel branch, as he pleafes, than to ftay till his circumftances
are become defperate, and a declaration of war would only ferve to
defer his ruin a little while. It is a certain maxim that it is better to
anticipate, than to be anticipated, and wife men have always availed
themfelves of it [6]. Many Princes enter into Treaties with their allies,

[¢] As his Majefty himfelf did at the beginning of the prefent war. The firft
Edition here adds what follows, which is ftruck out in the fecond, ¢¢ en faifant ufage de
leurs forces avant que leurs ennemis ayent pris des arrangemens capables de leur lier les
mains, & de detruire leur pouvoir.”
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