T HE 2PRANCE; Chap. XXVI.
enter into foreign wars upon the account of Religion, is the height of
injuftice and abfurdity. To march from Aix-la-Chapelle to convert
the Saxons with fire and fword, as Charlemagne did ; or to fit out a
powerful fleet on purpofe to go and perfuade the Sultan of Egypt to
turn Chriftian, were flrange expeditions indeed [¢] ; but the rage of
Crufades is now over : Heaven grant it may never return ! War in
general is the caufe of many miferies; the iflue is fo uncertain, and the
confequences {o ruinous to a country, that a Prince cannot confider the
matter too maturely before he engages in one. For the outrages which
his troops commit in an enemy’s country are but trifling grievances in
comparifon of thofe that are felt in his own [ f]. Certainly if Princes
could have a true reprefentation laid before them of the calamities that
are occafioned by adeclaration of war alone, they could not help being
affe@ted with it. But their imagination cannoct be fuppofed firong
enough of itfelf fully to conceive the evils they have never experienced,
and from which their elevation ina great meafure fecures them. How can
they be proper judges of the burden of thofe taxes, which lie fo heavy
upon the backs of their Subjes ; the lofs of the youth of their coun-

try, which is drained to furnifth recruits ; the contagious diftempers that

{weep away their forces ; the horrer of battles, and of fieges, which
are ftill more de&ru&ive; the deftitute condition of the wounded,
and fuch as, perhaps, are deprived of their limbs, the only means and

inftruments of their {ubfiftance ; the pitiable circamftances of helplefs
orphans, that are doomed to be ftarved by the lofs of their fathers,
upon whom their fupport entirely depended ; and the want of fo many
ufeful men to the public, who have been mowed down by an untimely
death [ g]? Princes indeed that look upon their Subjects as fo many
Slaves, expofe them without pity, and fee them perifh without regret :
but others, who confider all men as their equals in point of humanity,
and regard their people as a body of which: they themfelves are the
foul, are, and ought to be very fparing of their blood.

By way of conclufion to this effay, I beg the favour of all Sovereigns
not to be offended at the liberty which I have taken in addreffing them ;
as my only defign has been to {peak truth, to animate them to virtue,
and to flatter nobody. The good opinion I entertain of thofe.that

[e] Asthe Emperor Charles V. did.

[ 71 The following paffage, which is in the firft Edition, is here ftruck out in the
fecond, ¢ Cleft un aéte fi grave & de fi grand importance de I’ entre prendre, qu’il eft
etonnant que tant de Roys en ayent pris fi facilement la refolution.”

[¢] The fecond Edition here leaves out what follows, ¢ Les Princes qui ne font dans
le monde que pour rendre les hommes heureux, devraient bien y penfer, avant que les
expoler, pour des caufes frivoles & vaines, a tout ce que I’ humanité a de plus a re-
douter.”
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