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than he was in beforé the ftate of Nature. For what
appearance would there ‘be of any Compalt’; what
new Engagement; if he were no farther tied by an
decrees of the Society, than he himfelf thought fit,
and did a&ually confent to? This would be fill
as great a Liberty, ashehimfelf had before his Com-
pact, orany one elfe in the ftate of Nature hath, who
may fubmit himfelf, and confent to any Adts of ‘it if
he thinks fit.

§ 98. For if the confent of the Mayority thall not in
reafon be received as the As7of the whole, and con-

i clude every individual, nothing but ‘the ‘confent of

every individual can make -any thing to be the act of
the whole: But fuch a confent is mext to ‘impoffible
ever to be had, if we confider'the Infirmities of Health
and Avocations of Bufinefs, which in a Numbér, tho
much lefs than that -of a Commonwealth, Will necef-
farily keep many away from 'the publick Affembly.
To which if we add the variety of ‘Opinions, and
contrariety of Interefts, which unavoidably happenin
all Collections of Men, the coming into Society upon
fuch Terms would be only like Cats’s coming into the
Theatre, only to go out again. Such a Conftitution
as this, would make the mighty Leviathan of a {hor-
ter Duration than the feebleft Creatures ; and not let
it outlaft the day it was born in: Which cannot be
fuppos’d, till we can think, that rational Creatures
fhould defire and conftitute Societies only to be dif-
folved. For where the Majorisy connot conclude the
reft, there they cannot aé as one Body, and confe-
quently will be iminediately diffolved again.

§ 99. Whofoever therefore out of a ftate of Nature

| wnite into a Community, muft be underftood to give

up all the Power, neceffary tothe ends for which they
unite into Society, to the Majority of the Community,
unlefs they exprefly agreed in any number greater
than the Majority. And this is done by barely agree-
ing to-amite into one ‘political Society, which is all bt
3 Compalt




