concerning Gorernment: 209

Compad? that is, or needs be, between the Individuals
that. enter into, or make up a Commonwealth. And
thus that which begins and aGually confitutes any po-
litical Society, is nothing but the Confent of any num-
ber of free Men capablé. of a Majority to unite and
incorporate into fuch a Society. And this is that,
and that only, which did, or could give beginning td
any lawful Government in the Wotld, »

§ 100. To this I find two Objections made.

Firlty; That there are no Inftances to be found inStory,
of a Company-qf Men independent; and equal one amongf?
anothery that met together; and in this way began and
Jet up a Government.

Secondly, *Tis impoffible of Right that Men fhould
b fo5 becaufe all Men being born under Government;
they are to fubmit to that, and are it at liberty to begin
o newone.

§ 1o1. To the firft there is this to anfwer; That
it 1s not at all to be wonder’d, that Hiffory gives
us ‘but a very little account of Men, that lived toge-
ther in the State of Nature. The Inconveniéncies of
that Condition, and the Love, and want 6f Society
no fooner brought any number of them together,
but they prefently united and incorporated, if they
defignied to continue together. And if we may not
fuppofe Men ever to have been in the State of Na-
ture, becaufe we hear not much of them in fuch a
State, we may as well fuppofe the Armies of Sazl-
manaffar, or Xerxes, were never Children, becaufe we
hear little of them till they were Men, and imbodi-
ed in Armies. Government is every where antece-
dent toRecords, and Letters feldom come in among
a People, till a long Contindation of Civil Society
has, by other more neceffary Arts, provided for their
Safety, Eafe, and Pleiity. < And then they begin to
look after the Hiftory of their Fourders, and fearch
into their Original, when they have out-lived the Me-
mory of it. For ’tis with Commonwealths as with par-
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