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Jix Years. So when Fotham upbraids the Shechemites
with the Obligation they had to Gideon, who had been
their Fudge and Rmcr, he tells them, be fought for
yeu, and adventured bis Life far, and delivered you
out of the Hands of Midian, Fuds. 9. 17. Nothmg
mentloned of hm, but what he did as a General :
and indeed that is allis found in his Hiftory, or any of
the reft of the Judges. And Abimelech particularly
is called King, tho at moft he was but their General,
And when, being weary of the ill. Conduét of So-
muel’s Som, the Children of Ifrael defired a King, like
all the Nations, to judge thém, and to go out before them,
and to fight their Battles, 1 Sam, 8. 20. God grant-
ing their Defire, fays to Samuel, I will fend thez a
.ﬂ/' fan, and thou fbalt ancint bim to be Captain cver my
Dco;lv Ifrael, that be may f[ave my Pfople out of the
Hands of the Philiftines, ¢hap. g. ver. 16. asif the
only Bufinefs of o King had been to lead out their
Armies, and fight in their Defence ; and accordingly
at hisInauguration, poarmor aVial of Oil upon him, he
declares to Seul, that the Lord bad anvinted bim to be
Capiain over bis Luber ritance, chap. ro. ver. 1. And
1ereforp thofe, who after Saubs being folemnly cho-
fen, and faluted King by the Tribes av Mifpab, were
powilling to have him their King, make no othey
OL]cpuon but this, How fball this Man fave us?
ver. 2. asif they fhould have faid, This Man is un-
fit to be our King, not having Skill and Conduct
engugh in War, to be able to defend us. And when
God rdolvcd to transfer the Government to David,
itis in thc;c Words, But now thy Kingdom fhall not
continne : The Lord bath [ought bim a Man after bis
own Heart, and the Lord bath commanded bim to be
Captain 006r bis People, chap. 13. ver. 14. As if the
whole Kingly Aulborz*y were nothing elfe but to be
their General: And therefore the Tribes who had ftuck
to Saul’s Family, and oppofed David’s Reign, when
phey came to Hebron with “Terms of Submlﬁxon to
hlm,




