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jim, they tell him, amongft other Arguments they
had to fubmit to him' as to their King, That he
s in effect their King in Saul’s Time, and there-
fore they had no Reafon but to receive him as their
Kingnow. Alfo (fay they) in time paft, when Saul was
King over usy thou waft be that leddeft out and brought-
g in Tvacl 5 and the Lord Jaid unto thee, thou fhalt
fiud my People Urael, and thou Jhalt be a Captain over
Tfrael.

§ 110. Thus, whether a Family by degrees grew
o into @ Commonwealth, and the fatherly Authority
being continued on to the elder Son, every one in
lis Turn growing up under it, tacitly fubmitted to
i, and the Eafinefs and Equality of it not offending
iy one, every one acquiefced, till Time feemed to
hve confirmed it, and fettled a Right of Succeflion
by Prefeription ; or whether feveral Families, or the
Defcendants of feveral Families, whom Chance,
Neighbourhood, or Bufinefs brought together, uni-
fing into Society, the need of a General, whofe Con-
dot might defend them againft their Enemies in
War, and the great Confidence, the Innocence and
Sincerity of that poor but virtuous Age, (fuch as are
almoft all thofe which begin Governments, that ever
ome to laft in the World) gave Men one of ano-
ther, made the firft Beginners of Commonwealths
generally put the Rule into one Man’s Hand, without
iny other exprefs Limitation or Reftraint, but what
the Nature of the thing, and the End of Govern-
ment required: which ever of thofe it was that at
firt put the Rule intq the Hand of a fingle Perfon,
certain itis, no body was intrufted with it but for
the publick Good and Safety, and to thofe Ends in the
Infancies of Commonwealths they commonly ufed it.
And unlefs thofe who had it had done fo, young So-
gietes could not have fubfifted ; without fuch nurfing
Fathers, tender and careful of the publick Weal, all
Eqvcmmems would have funk under the Weaknefs
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