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226 The Secoud Trearife  Chap. IX,

G H AsPo +BX,
Of the Ends of Pohtical Society and

Gowvernment.

§123. W F Man in the ftate of Nature be {o free, as

has been faid ; if he be abfolute Lord of his
own Perfon and Poffefflions, equal to the greateft, and
fubject to no body, why will he part with his Free-
dom ? Why will he give up this Empire, and fubject
himfelf to the Dominion and Controul of any other
" Power ? To which ’tis obvious to anfwer, That tho-
in the ftate of Nature he hath fuch a Right, yet the
Enjoyment of it is very uncertain, and conftantly ex-
pofed to the Invafion of others. For all being Kings
as much as he, every Man his Equal, and the greater
part no ftrit Obfervers of Equity and Juftice, the
Enjoyment of the Property he has in this State, is very
unfafe, very unfecure. This makes him willing to
quit this Condition, which however free, is full of
Fears and continual Dangers: And ’tis not without
Reafon, that he feeks out, and is willing to join in
Society with others, who are already united, or have
a mind to unite, for the mutual Prefervation of their
Lives, Liberties and Eftates, which I call by the ge-
neral Name, Property.

§ 124. The greatand chief End therefore, of Mens
uniting into Commonwealths, and putting themfelves
under Government, is the Prefervation of their Pro-
perty. To which in the ftate of Nature there are
many things wanting.

Firft, There wants an ¢ffabli/h’d,, fettled, known
Law, received and allowed by common Confent to
be the Standard of Right and Wrong, and the com-
mon Meafure to decide all Controverfies between
them. - For tho the Law of Nature be plain and in-
telligible to all rational Creatures; yet Men being
biafled




