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Legiflative and Executive Power, as well as of the
Governments, and Societies them{elves.

§ 128. For in the ftate of Nature, to omit the liberty
he has of innocent Delights, a Man has two Powers,

The firft is to do whatfoever he thinks fit for the
prefervation of himfelf and others within the permif-
fion of the Law of Nature 5 by which Law common
to them all, he and all the reft of Mankind are one
Community, make up one Society, diftinct from all
other Creatures. And were it not for the Corrup-
tion and Vitioufnels of degenerate Men, there would
be no need of any other; no Neceffity that Men
fhould feparate from this great and natural Commu-
nity, and by pofitive agreements combine into fmaller
and divided Affociations.

The other Power a Man has in the ftate of Nature,
is the power to punifb the Crimes committed againft
that Law. But thefe he gives up, when he joins ina
private, if I may fo callit, or particular Political So-
ciety, and incorporates into any Commonwealth, fe-
parate from the reft of Mankind.

§ 129. The firt Power, viz. of doing whatfoever ke
thought fit for ihe prefervation of bimfelf, and the reft
of Mankind, be gives up to be regulated by Laws
made by the Society, fo far forth as the prefervation
of himfelf, and the reft of that Society fhall require ;
which Laws of the Society in many things confine
the liberty he had by the Law of Nature.

§ 130. Secondly, The Power of punifbing be wholly
gives up, and engages his natural Force, (which he
might before employ in the Execution of the Law
of Nature, by his own fingle Authority, ashe thought
fit) to affift the executive Power of the Society,
the Law thereof thall require. For being now ina
new State, wherein he is to enjoy many Convenicn-
cies, from the Labour, Afliftance, and Society of o
thers in the fame Community, as well as Proteétion
from its whole Strength; he is to part alfo with as

much of his natural Liberty, in providing for l}ulﬂ
ik




