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concerning Government. 229
felf, as the Good, Profperity, and Safety of the Society

fhall require ; which 1s not only neceffary, but juft;
fince the other Members of the Society do the like.

§131. But tho Men when they enter into Society,
give up the Equality, Liberty, and executive Power
they had in the ftate of Nature, into the hands of the
Society, to be fo far difpofed of by the Legiflative,
s the good of the Society fhall require ; yet it being
only with an intention in every one the better to pre-
forve himfelf, his Liberty and Property, (for no ra-
fonal Creature can be fuppofed to change his condi-
fon with an intentionto be worfe) the Power of the So-
dety, or Legiflative conftituted by them, can never be
uppofed to extend farther than the common good 5 but
s obliged to fecure every one’s Property, by provi-
fing againft thofe three defects above-mentioned, that
mde the ftate of Nature fo unfafe and uneafy. And
o whoever has the legiflative or fupreme Power of
mny Commonwealth, is bound to govern by eftablifh’d
fonding Laws, promulgated and known to the Peo-
ple, and not by extemporary Decrees ; by indifferent
ind upright Fudges, who are to decide Controverfies
by thofe Laws ; and to employ the force of the Com-
munity at home, onuly in the Execution of fuch Lawss
or abroad, to prevent or redrefs foreign Injuries, and
keure the Community from Inroads and Invafion,
And all chis to be direéted to no other Ewd, but the
Peace, Safety, and publick Good of the People.

CHAP X
Of the Forms of a Commonwealth.

| §132. {H E Majority having, as has been thew’d,

upon Mens firft uniting into Society, the

1 whole Power of the Community naturally in them,

may employ all that Power in making Lays for the
33 Com-
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