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fignification 3  which if any body diflike, I confent
gith him to change it for a better.

Ul P, X4,

| Of the Extent of the Legiflative Power.

§134. HE great end of Men’s entring into So-

ciety, being the Enjoyment of their Pro-
perties in Peace and Safety, and the great inftrument
ad means of that being the Laws eftablith’d in that
Society 5 the firft and fundamental pofitive Law of all
Commonwealths, s the eftablifbing of the Legiflative
Power 5 as the firt and fundamental natural Law,
which is to govern even the Legiflative it felf, is zbe
prefervation of ihe Society, and (as far as'will confift
with the publick good) of every Perfon in it. This
Legiflative is not only the fupreme Power of the Com-
monwealth, but facred and unalterable in the hands
where the Community have once placed it ; nor can

|y Edi¢t of any body elfe, in what form foever con-

ceived, or by what Power foever backed, have the
force and obligation of a Law, which has not its
Sanition from that Legiflative, which the Publick has
chofen and appointed. For without this, the Law
could not have that which is abfolutely neceffary to
its being a Law, * the confent of the Society, over

whom

* The lawful Pswer of making Laws to command whole politick
Sucieties of Men, belonging [o properly unto the fame intire Societies,
that for any Prince or Potentate of what kind foever upon Earth, to
exercife the fame of bimfelf, and not by exprefs Commiffion immedi-
ately and perfonally received from God, or elfe by anthority derived
at the firft from their Confent, upon whofe perfons they impofe Laws,
itis no better than mere Tyranny. Laws they are not therefore
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