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4 On the STUDY INTROD.

{pirited defign of our wife and munificent benefator. And this
he muft more efpecially dread, when he feels by experience how

unequal his abilities are (unaflifted by preceding examples) to
complete, in the manner he could with, {o extenfive and arduous

a tafk; fince he freely confefles, that his former more private

attempts have fallen very thort of his own ideas of perfection.
And yet the candour he has already experienced, and this laft
tranfcendent mark of regard, his prefent nomination by the free
and unanimous fuffrage of a great and learned univerfity, (an
honour to be ever remembered with the deepeft and moft affec-
tionate gratitude) thefe teftimonies of your public judgment mulz
entirely {uperfede his own, and forbid him to believe himfelf to-
tally infufficient for the labour at leaft of this employment. One
thing he will venture to hope for, and it certainly fhall be his
conftant aim, by diligence and attentmn to atone for his other
defects; efteeming, that the hela@@irn, wh ich he can pofiibly
make for your favourable opinion of his capacity, will be his
unwearied endeavours in fome little degree to deiferve it.

Tu e fcience thus committed to his charge, to be cultivated,
methodized, and explained in a courfe of academical lectures, is
that of the laws and conftitution of our own country : a ipecies
of knowlege, in which the gentlemen of England have been
more remarkably deficient than thofe of all Europe befides. In
moft of the nations on the continent, where the civil or imperial
law under different medifications is clofely interwoven with: the
municipal laws of the land, no gentleman, or at leaft no {cholar,
thinks his education is completed, till he has attended.a courfe or
two of le€tures, both upon the inftitutes of Juftinian and the
local conftitutions of his native foil;, under the very eminent pro-
feflors that abound in their feveral univerfities. And in the nor-
thern parts of our own ifland, where alfo the municipal laws are:
frequently connected with the civil, it is diffieult to meet with a.
perfon of liberal education, who is deftitute of a competent
knowlege in that {cience, which is to be the guardlan of his

natural rights and the rule of his civil conduct.
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