$e E of the L aw. -

N or have the imperial laws been totally neglected even in
the Englith nation. A general acquaintance with their decifions
has ever been defervedly confidered as no fmall accomphifhment
of a gentleman; and a fafhion has prevailed, efpecially of late,
to tranfport the growing hopes of this ifland to foreign univerfi-
ties, in Switzerland, Germany, and Holland; which, though
infinitely inferior to our own in every other confideration, have
been looked upon as better nurieries of the civil, or (which is
nearly the fame) of their own municipal law. In the mean time
it has been the peculiar lot of our admirable {yftem of laws, to
be negle&ted, and even unknown, by all but one practical pro-
feflion ; though built upon the foundeft foundations, and appro-
ved by the experience of ages.

. FAR be it from me to derogate from the ftudy of the civil
law, confidered (apart from any binding authority) as a colle&tion
of written reafon. No man is more thoroughly perfuaded of the
general excellence of it’s rules, and the ufual equity of it’s deci-
fions, nor is better convinced of it’s ufe as well as ornament to
the fcholar, the divine, the ftatefman, and even the common
l lawyer. But we muft not carry our veneration {o far as to facri-
fice our Alfred and Edward to the manes of Theodofius and Juf-
tinian : we muit not prefer the edi& of the praetor, or the re-
fcript of the Roman emperor, to our own immemorial cuftoms,
or the fan&ions of an Englifh parliament; unlefs we can alfo
prefer the defpotic monarchy of Rome and Byzantium, for whofe
meridians the former were calculated, to the free conftitution of
Britain, which the latter are adapted to perpetudte..

WiTtuovuT detralting therefore from the real merit which
abounds in the imperial law, I hope I may have leave to affert,
that if an Englithman mufk be ignorant of either the one or the
other, he had better be a ftranger to the Roman than the Englith
inftitutions. For I think it an undeniable pofition, that a com-
petent knowlege of the laws of that fociety, in which we live,
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