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be till the time of the reformation, entirely under the influence
of the popith clergy; (fir John Mafon the firft proteftant, being
alfo the firft lay, chancellor of Oxford) this will lead us to per-
ceive the reafon, why the ftudy of the Roman laws was 1n thofe
days of bigotry ™ purfued with fuch alacrity in thefe {eats of learn-
ing ; and why the common law was entirely defpifed, and ef-
teemed little better than heretical. ‘

AND, fince the reformation, many caufes have confpired to
prevent it's becoming a part of academical education. As, firft,
long ufage and eftablithed cuftom; which, as in every taing elfe,
{fo efpecially in the forms of fcholaftic exercife, have juftly great
weight and authority. Secondly, the real intrinfic merit of the
civil law, confidered upon the footing of reafon and not of obli-
gation, which was well known to- the inftru&ors of our youth;
and their total ignorance of the merit of the common law, though.
it’s equal at leaft, and perhaps an improvement on the other.
But the principal reafon of all, That has hindered the introduc-
tion of this branch of learning, is, that the ftudy of the common
law, being banithed from hence in the times of popery, has
fallen into a quite different chanel, and has hitherto been wholly
cultivated in another place. But as this long ufage and eftablifhed
cuftom, of ignorance in the laws of the land, begin now to be
thought unreafonable; and as by this means the merit of thofe

e There cannot be a ftronger inftance of ¢ fapientem 3 fecundo, quod. contra adver/arium.
the abfurd and fuperftitious veneration that ¢ gfurum & Jagacem ; tertio, quod in caufa

was paid to thefe laws, than that the moft ¢ defperata: fed beatiffima wirgoe, contra ju--
learned writers of the times thought they ¢ dicem fgpfgﬂmeum, Dominum; contra ad-

could not form a perfe& charalter, even of < wpr/urium callidiffimum, dyabolum ; in cauja

the blefred Virgin, WithQU.t making her a ¢ nqﬂra dq@gra}‘g; /é‘nfgﬂtigmgptgfam aéfzf..
civilian and a canonift. Which Albertas ¢ z4it.”” To which an eminent francif{can,

Magnus, the renowned dominican do&or of two centuries afterwards, Bernardinus de
the thirteenth century, thus proves i1n his Bufti (Mariale, part. 4. Jerm.q.) very gravely-
Summa de laudibus chriftiferae virginis (diwi- {ubjoins this note. *¢ Nec widetar incongruum
* num magis quam bumanum opus) qu.23. S. 5. mylicres habere peritiam juris. [e‘éiz‘zﬁr enim.
““ Jtem quod jura civilia, 9 leges, 8T decreta ¢ de wxore “Joannis Andreae gloffatoris, quod
¢ feicvit in fummo, probatur boc modo: japien- ¢ tantam peritiam in utroque jure habuit, ut
¢ tia adwvocat: manifefiaiur in tribus s unum, ¢ }buéfi'ce 177 _/'c/;o;’z'; ]fggre aufa ﬁz&.,
¢ guod obtineat omnia contra judicem juftum &S

laws




