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I {hall take the liberty to follow the fame that I have already fub-

mitted to the public®. To fill up and finith that outline with

propriety and correctnefs, and to render the whole intelligible to
the uninformed minds of beginners, (whom we are too apt to
{uppofe acquainted with terms and ideas, which they never had
opportunity to learn) this muft be my ardent endeavour, though
by no means my promife to accomplith. You will permit me
however very briefly to defcribe, rather what I conceive an aca-

demical expounder of the laws fthould do, than what I have ever

known to be done.

- HE fhould confider his courfe as a general map of the law,
marki‘hg out the {hape of the country, 1t’s connexions and boun-
daries, it’s greater divifions and principal cities : it is not his bufi-
nefs to defcribe minutely the fubordinate limits, or to fix the lon-

gitude and latitude of every inconfiderable hamlet. His attention
fhould be engaged, like that of the readers in Fortefcue’s inns of

chancery, <in tracing out the originals and as it were the ele-
‘“ ments of the law.” For if, as Juftinian® has obferved, the
tender underftanding of the ftudent be loaded at the firft with a
multitude and variety of matter, it will either occafion him to
defert his ftudies, or will carry him heavily through them, with
much labour, delay, and defpondence. Thefe originals thould
be traced to their fountains, as well as our diftance will permit ;
to the cuftoms of the Britons and Germans, as recorded by Cae-
far and Tacitus; to the codes of the northern nations on the con-
tinent, and more efpecially to thofe of our own Saxon princes ;
to the rules of the Roman law, either left here in the days of

Papinian, or imported by Vacarius and his followers ; but, above

? a v v - ] ! 0 \ ~
1 The Analyfis of the laws of England, Aliogui, fi fatim ab initio rudem adbuc et in-

firft pablithed, 4.D.1756, and exhibiting  frmum animum Sfudiofi multitudine ac wvarietate

the order and principal divifions of the en- rerum oneravimus, duorum alterum, aut defor-
fuing CoMMENTARITES; which were rorem fudiorum efficiemus, ant cum magho labo-
ergmally {fubmitted to the univerﬁty in a _te, /éﬁ.f’;ég efzqm cun dfﬁ‘dmtia (quace p/w‘m?fyue

private courfe of leCtures, 4. D. 1753. Juvenes avertit) ferius ad id perducermus, ad

* Incipientibus nobis exponere jura populi Ro- quod, leviove wia dulus, Jine magno labore ef

mant, ita videntur trad: pofle commodiffime, i fine ulla diffidentia maturiys perduct potuz/let.
primo levi ac fimplici wia fingula tradantur: Infi. 1.1, 2.
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