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EE §. 2. Laws in general, 39
' {fecretion, and all other branches of vital oeconomy;---are not
left to chance, or the will of the creature itfelf, but are perform-
ed in a wondrous involuntary manner, and guided by unerring

rules laid down by the great creator. .

e

T 1s then is the general fignification of law, a rule of ac-
tion dictated by {fome fuperlor being ; and in thofe creatures that
have neither the power to think, nor to will, fuch laws muft be
_ invariably obeyed, fo long as the creature itlelf fubfifts, for it's
E exiftence depends on that obedience. But laws, in their more
I confined fenfe, and in which it is our prefent bufinefs to confider
4 3 them, denote the rules, not of ation in general, but of Awman
a&tion or conduét : that is, the precepts by. which man, the no- ‘ =
bleft of all fublunary beings, a creature endowed with both rea- =
s | fon and freewill, 1s commanded to make ufe of thofe faculties 1n
= the general regulation of his behaviour.

L R

=
T g .-‘-:.':'-..,."-'. = N ' : e e T e T it PP Pt T e e e opme e gy - ; R T : , - - . o
4 - e = = - i o= - = 1 —— . - - i - . . . . -3 ] g dai s W - . i ' S— M. el 8 e -..--n.-.'_rlnn Y A I YL . VEW FUEY U5 b o = ot B [y ep— e b A - J b
s i ot B ke R sl 4 oty [ i s e - ol ; - ' - 1 = LT # ;- * . ' A : I s e b el — T et = LI el T A8
X r my . p— - . ~ - T a - - - - - - - 'I
= - : > . : ' - - c o y - ) . - - - - . . : . . — "_ . e L I
- — o = - - = - - ; - - A . [ - - (-t VI T T - - g " --'l-'-:i.I|l
. " e - - " F & & R 9 ¥ ] O F L ¥ # e X 1 & PR p— o e p—— iy, I —— i - pt
» ] , i . . [ Rl .y 1 " Ty Py -
. I—q----- - . % r ] - . i . . 1 bt e B — 4 - & . e LT o ' . e iy i A e P il v - - ¢
. P i i S — - . . - H y s . V- o Lot R — 1 y
EERERE TRy Py vy S — H-_“m- [ L b = .,;.mr-':mﬁ'l. T - -~ v ] PPN g TR L= W ey - -1 . H
J i [ by
‘r-
: -
y e = - vl
- \' - j‘

T S e T A R o e T (e e,

L el

R o T REEE e e e B Bl e i s et

—. — . A R g

i "."t#' sl iV i !
Y LT e A T
NG AL s T
et e

M A N, confidered as a creature, muft neceflarily be fubjeét to
the laws of his creator, for he is entirely a dependent being. A
being, independent of any other, has no rule to purfue, but fuch
as he prefcrlbes to himfelf; but a {tate of dependance will in~
E evitably oblige the inferior to take the will of him, on whom
he depends, as the rule of his conduct: not indeed in every
? particular, but in all thole points wherein his dependance con-~ _
fitts. This principle therefore has more or lels extent and effeét, .
in proportion as the fuperiority of the one and the dependanc@ _ .
of the other is greater or lefs, abiolute or thted And conie- - i
quently, as man depends abfolutely upon his maker for every L
thing, it is neceffary that he {hould in all points conform to his

maker’s will.
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T ui1s will of his maker is called the law of nature. For as .
God, when he created matter, and endued it with a principle of
mobility, eftablifhed certain rules for the perpetual dire&tion of
that motion; {fo, when he created man, and endued him with
freewill to condu& himfelf in all parts of life, he laid down cer-
tallk
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