- : - - Ty | Vi ol 1 | 3 L qlr ++H"I"- Ml ! i.. ' 4
g — - i E ——— = - & i - -4 — - a i il " p—y o P "\ ."l"
i L . - - i - . . - - A b -y P - -y - - - = - - "'-'t':'k.‘_ A
by - -5 5 - H ar—— - o 3 b i ’ I s L \T.-r -y j - i [ # ol - P r e ol _"":-_"_:‘ ""‘I-I': " P bt T Y i 'I_'.""
p y— . { 3 o v Ra— - Thas 4 | - ;|
s e 4 L e 7Y g et iy f—rsy Pl e y .I_- ot o : - | 1 S VT it St wtonail oy LSy Tk -] |
: FREPI ., e e - - gt — Al a - — e . . - ] - i b L N B
E ke TR RN L 3 e " 3 by | ta. i L. g w0 i g —miwrr, - v e ———— = i 6T T
- e | - - - v - —— —_— . s b hn g e A i )3 , 1 : v AET - " ¥,
ek e P hriied — ——— Ay PR, 1 . iy Wiy e o - - . gt st s g s s TPEEN T A MU fe T 2 T TR e '~.;'"~ 1" {
1 ! s s " 2 . e —-s e . i L
=0T P - - ——— - F - w— " 3 e " - e — e — ' W s e T O 1 e e A8 ll 1 '
i v - v ! ™ y i ih
| | . 'qlll L il
" i H HE! .?‘d'
J vl v | b

= .
il P
a - i
i e s s
L L b

P | '...:_..____1:-. TR % § B ¥ | L
- - * P — T i
it £ P 8 L i "
; iy - et
i - ik ot A
y e oy

y L raat

40 Of the NATURE of

tain immutable laws of human nature, whereby that freewill is
in {ome degree regulated and reftrained, and gave him alfo the
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faculty of reafon to difcover the purport of thofe laws.

ConNsIDERING the creator only as a being of infinite power,
he was able unqueftionably to have prefcribed whatever laws he
pleafed to his creature, man, however unj juft or fevere. But as
he is alfo a being of infinite wz/dom, he has laid down only fuch
laws as were founded in thofe relations of juftice, that exifted in
the nature of things antecedent to any pofitive precept.. Thefe
are the eternal, immutable laws of good and evil, to which the
creator himfelf in all his difpenfations conforms ; and which he
has enabled human reafon to difcover, fo far as they are neceflary
for the conduét of human acdtions. Such among others are thefe
principles: that we fhould live honeftly, fhould hurt nobody,
and thould render to every one his due; to which three general
precepts Juftinian® has reduced the whole doctrine of law.

But if the difcovery of thefe firft principles of the law of
nature depended only upon the due exertion of right reafon, and
could not otherwife be attained than by a chain of metaphyfical
difquifitions, mankind would have wanted fome inducement to

have quickened their inquiries, and the greater part of the world
would have refted content in mental indolence, and ignorance it’s
‘infeparable companion. As therefore the creator 1s a being, not

only of infinite power, and wifdom, but alfo of infinite goodnefs,
he has been pleafed fo to contrive the conftitution and frame of
humanity, that we thould want no other prompter to enquire

after and purfue the rule of right, but only our own felf-bve,
that univerfal principle of ation. For he has {o intimately con-

nected, {0 ilﬁépai*qbiy interwoven the laws of eternal juftice with
the happinefs of each individual, that the lattér cannot be attained
but by obferving the former; and, if the former be punctually
obeyed, it cannot but induce the latter. In confequence of which
mutual connection of juftice and human felicity, he has not per-

2 Furis praccepta Junt bacc, bonefle vivere, alterum non lacdere, [uum cuique trivaere. Inff.1.1.3.
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