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E | 8, 2, Laws in general. 41

plexed the law of nature with a multitude of abftracted rules
and precepts, referring merely to the fitnefs or unfitne(s of things,
as fome have vainly furmifed ; but has gracioufly reduced the rule
of obedience to this one paternal precept, ¢ that man fhould
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¢¢ purfue his own happinefs.” This is the foundation of what we

,. call ethics, or natural law. For the feveral articles, into which

;" it is-branched in our {yftems, amount to no more than demon-

| ftrating, that this or that action tends to man’s real happinefs, i

: and therefore very juftly concluding that the performance of it is i |
s _ | a part of the law of nature; or, on the other hand, that this or l
= that a&ion is deftru&ive of man’s real happinefs, and therefore
| that the law of nature forbids it. | !
- Tu1s law of nature, being co-eval with mankind and ditta-
| ted by God himfelf, is of courfe fuperior in obligation to any

other. It is binding over all the globe, in all countries, and at.
a1l times : no human laws are of any validity, if contrary to this;
and fuch of them as are valid derive all their force, and all their

authority, mediately or immediately, from this original.

BuT in order to apply this to the particular exigencies of
each individual, it is ftill neceflary to have recourfe to reafon:
whofe office it is to difcover, as was before obferved, what the

law of nature direés in every circumftance of life ; by confider- .
ing, what method will tend the moft effetually to our own {ub- E |
ftantial happinefs. And if our reafon were always, as in our firft ~ SR
anceftor before his tranfgreffion, clear and perfet, unruffled by
paffions, unclouded by prejudice, unimpaired by difeafe or 1n-
temperance, the tafk would be pleafant and eafy ; we {hould need
no other guide but this. - But every man now finds the contrary
in his own experience ; that his reafon is corrupt, and his under-

- ftanding full of ignorance and error. _

- Tu1s has given manifold occafion for the benign interpofition
of divine providence ; which, in compaflion to the frailty, the

imperfection, and the blindnefs of human reafon, hath been
E pleafed,




