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66 Of the Laws  Inxrtnob.

"OvurT of thefe three laws, Roger Hoveden & and Ranulphus

Ceftrenfis ® inform us, king Edward the confeflfor extracted one
uniform law or digeft of laws, to be obferved throughout the
whole kingdom ; though Hoveden and the author of an old ma-
nufcript chronicle i affure us likewife, that this work was pro-

jected and begun by his grandfather king Edgar. And indeed 2

oeneral digeft of the fame nature has been conftantly found expe-
dient, and therefore put in pra&ice by other great nations, which
were formed from an aflemblage of little provinces, governed by
peculiar cuftoms. As in Portugal, under king Edward, about the

beginning of the fifteenth century*. In Spain under Alonzo X,
who about the year 1250 executed the plan of his father St.

Ferdinand, and colle&ted all the provincial cuftoms into one uni-
form law, in the celebrated code entitled /as pcirfz'a’ax ‘. And in
Sweden, about the fame aera, a univerfal body of common law
was compiled out of the particular cuftoms eftablifhed by the
laghman of every province, and intitled the /and's /lagh, being
analagous to the common law of England™.

BoTH thefe undertakings, of king Edgar and Edward the
confeflor, feem to have been no more than a new edition, or
freth promulgation, of Alfred’s code or dome-book, with fuch
additions and improvements as the experience of a century and

an halt had fuggefted. IFor Alfred 1s generally {tiled by the fame

hiftotians the legum Anglicanarum conditor, as Edward the con-
feflor is the reftitutor. 'Thefe however are the laws which our
hiftories fo often mention under the name of the laws of Edward
the confeflor ; which our anceftors ftruggled fo hardly to main-
tain, under the firlt princes of the Norman line ; and which fub-
fequent princes fo frequently promifed to keep and to reftore, as
the moft popular a& they could do, when prefled by foreign

emergencies or domeftic difcontents. Thefe are the laws, that

& /n Hen. I, k Mod. Un. Hift. xx11. 1335.
X in Edw. Confeflor. ' A [bid. xx. 211,
s in Seld, ad Eadmer. 6. m [bid, Xxxx111, 21. §8,
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