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INTROD,

the eighth were taken by the prothonotaries, or chief fcribes of
the court, at the expenfe of the crown, and publifthed annually,
whence they are known under the denomination of the year books.
And it 1s much to be wifthed that this beneficial cuftom had, un-
der proper regulations, been continued to this day : for, though
king James the firft at the inftance of lord Bacon appointed two

‘reporters with a hand{ome ftipend for this purpofe, yet that wifc

inftitution was foon negleted, and from the reign of Henry the
eighth to the prefent time this tafk has been executed by many
private and cotemporary hands ; who fometimes through hafte
and inaccuracy, fometimes through miftaké and want of fkill,
have publifhed very crude and imperfe&t (perhaps contradiﬁbry)
accounts of one and the fame determination. Some of the moft
valuable of the antient reports are thofe publithed by lord chief

juftice Coke ; a man of infinite learning in his profeflion, though

not a little infected with the pedantry and quaintnefs of the

times he lived in, which appear ftrongly in all his works. How-
ever his writings are fo highly efteemed, that they are generally
cited without the author’s name". '

BeEsipEs thefe reporters, there are alfo other authors, to
whom great veneration and refpeét is paid by the ftudents of the
common law. Such are Glanvil and Bra&on, Britton and Fleta,
Littleton and Fitzherbert, with fome others of antient date, whofe
treatiles are cited as authority; and are evidence that cafes have
formerly happened in which {uch and fuch points were determi-

ned, which are now become fettled and firft principles. One of

the laft of thele methodical writersin point of time, whofe works
are of any intrinfic authority in the courts of juftice, and do not
entirely depend on the ftrength of their quotations from older

* His reports, for inftance, are fuled, three volumes were determined ; wiz. queen

£osT §503uv, the reports ; and 1n quoting them
we ufnally fay, 1 or 2 Rep. not 1 or zCoke’s
Rep. as 1n citing other authors. The re-
ports of judge Croke are alfo cited in a pe-

culiar manner, by the name of thofe prin-
ces, in whofe reigns the cales reported in his

Elizabeth, king James, and king Charles
the firft; as well as by the number of each
volume. For fometimes we call them 1, 2,
and 3 Cro. but more commonly Cro. Eliz.

Cro. Jac, and Cro, Car.

authors,
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