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§3- - of Encranp 85
LEeT us next proceed to the leges feriptae, the written laws
of the kmgdom, which are ftatutes, aéts, or ediéts, made by the
king’s majefty by and with the advice and confent of the lords
{piritual and temporal and commons n parhament affembled °. i
The oldeft of thefe now extant, and punted in our ftatute books, L
is the famous magna carta, as confirmed 1n parliament g Hen. I11:
though doubtlefs there were many acts before that time, the re- _ i
cords of which are now loft, and the determinations of them 4
perhaps at prefent currently received for the maxims of the old ; 1
common law. - i 1
THE manner of makmg thefe ﬁatutes will be better confidered .
hereafter, when we examine the conftitution of parliaments. At §
prefent we will only take notice of the different kinds of ftatutes;; L

and of fome general rules with regard to their conftruction °. ' B

F1RrsT, as to their feveral kinds. Statutesare either general

or fpecial, public or private. A general or public at is an uni- ; .

b 8Rep. 2. . " rior {eftions alfo: 1n 1mitation of all which

< The method of citing thefe a&ts of we ftill call fome of our old ftatutes by their
parliziment is various. Many of our antient initial words, as the ftatute of guia emptores,.
ftatutes are called after the name of the and that of circum/pelte agatis. But the moft
place, where the parliament was held that ufual method of citing them, efpecially
made them ; as the ftatutes of Merton and fince the time of Edward the fecond, 1s by
Marlbridge, of Weftminfter, Glocefter, and naming the year of the king’s reign in
Winchefter. Others are denominated en- which the ftatute was made, together with:
tirely from their fubjet ; as the ftatutes of the chapter, or particular a&, according to.
Wales and Ireland, the articuli cleri, and it’s numeral order; as, g Geo. II. c. 4.
the prerogativa regis.  Some are diftin- For all the acts of one {eflion of parliament.
guifhed by their initial words ; a method of taken together make properly but one fta-
citing very antient, being ufed by the Jews tute; and therefore when two {eflions have:

“in denominating the books of the penta- been held in one year; we unfually mention
teuch; by the chriftian chuarch in diftin- ftat. 1. or 2. Thus the bill of rights is ci--

1 i LI | L 4 & '] ¥ LA | ! . = iNE
iyl i bl el g ki AP L AT LA L \r\,'“‘-'l'-.._-...." ek i -
' . | 3

i '] (] K A 1 ¥ 1.
e i e by e o, . e A S i . S

e \ l L i i qd L ’
il ok b e L L —-\n...;......-l-il—.u-u.i.._'.muf-.p._....,.:H-__,-*';"_r_,,:_h
1 B " ¥ i r f

guifhing their hymns and divine offices ; by ted, as 1 W. & M. ft. 2. ¢ 2. fignifying: - 3 o
the Romanifts in defcribing their papal that ivis the fecond chapter or a&,. of the

bulles ; and in fhort by the whole body of {econd ftatute or the laws made in the fe-

antient civilians and canonifts, among whom cond f{eilions of parliament; held in the firft. ! s

this method of citation generally prevailed, year of king William and queen Mary. ' = N

not only with regard to chapters,, but infe- , R

verial:
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