7072 Of the CouNTRIES fubfel to INTRODS ’

a fet of ftatutes were there enacted in the 1o Hen.VII. (fir Ed-
ward Poynings being then lord deputy, whence they are called
Poynings’ laws) one of which®, in order to reftrain the power as
well of the deputy as the Irith parliament, provides, 1. That,
before any parliament be fummoned or holden, the chief gover-
nor and council of Ireland fhall certify to the king under the
great feal of Ireland the confiderations and caufes thereof, and
the articles of the alts propofed to be paflfed therein. 2. That
after the king, in his council of England, ‘thall have confidered,
approved, or altered the faid acts or any of them, and certified
them back under the great feal of England, and fhall have given
licence to fummon and hold a parliament, then the fame fhall be
fummoned and held; and therein the faid aé&s fo certified, and
no other, fhall be propofed, received, or rejected ¥. But as this
precluded any law from being propofed, but fuch as were pre-
conceived before the parliament was in being, which occafioned
many inconveniences and made frequent diffolutions neceflary, it
was provided by the ftatute of Philip and Mary before cited, that
any new propofitions might be certified to England in the ufual
: forms, even after the fummons and during the feflion of parlia-
‘ ment. By this means however there was nothing left to the par=-
liament in Ireland, but a bare negative or power of rejecting, not
of propofing or altering, any law. But the ufage now is, that
bills are often framed in either houfe, under the denomination of
““heads for a bill or bills;” and in that fhape they are offered to
the confideration of the lord lieutenant and privy council : who,
upon fuch parliamentary intimation, or otherwife upon the ap-
plication of private perfons, -receive and tranfmit fuch heads, or
rejet them without any tranfmiffion to England. And, with
regard to Poynings’ law in particular, it cannot be repealed or
{ufpended, unlefs the bill for that purpofe, before it be certified
to England, be approved by both the houfes =
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