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man from doing mifchief to his fellow citizens, though it dimi-
nifhes the natural, increafes the civil liberty of mankind : but
every wanton and caufelefs reftraint of the will of the fubje&,
whether pratticed by a monarch, a nobility, or a popular affem-
bly, is a degree of tyranny. Nay, that even laws themfelves;
whether made with or without our confent, if they regulate and
conftrain our condu& in matters of mere indifference, without
any good end in view, are laws deftructive of liberty : whereas if
any public advantage can arife from obferving fuch precepts, the
control of our private inclinations, in one or two particular points,
will conduce to preferve our general freedom in others of more
importance ; by fupporting that ftate, of fociety, which alone can
fecure our independence. Thus the ftatute of king Edward IV4,
which forbad the fine gentlemen of thofe times (under the de-
gree of alord) to wear pikes upon their thoes or boots of more
than two inches in length, was a law that favoured of oppreffion ;
becaufe, however ridiculous the fathion then in ufe might appear,
the reftraining it by pecuniary penalties could ferve no purpofe of
common utility. But the ftatute of king Charles I1°, which pre-
fcribes a thing feemingly as indifterent ; viz. a drefs for the dead,
who are all ordered to be buried in woollen ; is a law confiftent
with public liberty, for it encourages the ftaple trade, on which
in great meafure depends the univerfal good of the nation. So
that laws, when prudently framed, are by no means fubverfive
but rather introductive of liberty ; for (as Mr Locke has well ob-
fervedf) where there is no law, there is no freedom. But then,
on the other hand, that conftitution or frame of government,
that fyftem of laws, is alone calculated to maintain civil liberty,
which leaves the fubje& entire mafter of his own condu&, ex-
cept in thofe points wherein the public good requires fome direc-
tion or reftraint. '

T u e idea and practice of this political or civil liberty flourifh
in their higheft vigour in thefe kingdoms, where it falls little
d s Edw.IV. c.s. f on Gov. p.2. §.57.
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