Ch. r. » of PErsons. 127

thort of perfection, and can only be loft or deftroyed by the folly
or demerits of it’s owner: the legiflature, and of courfe the
laws of England, being peculiarly adapted to the prefervation of
this ineftimable blefling even in the meaneft fubjeét. Very diffe-
rent from the modern conftitutions of other ftates, on the conti-
nent of Europe, and from the genius of the imperial law ; which
in general are calculated to veft an arbitrary and defpotic power
of controlling the actions of the {ubject in the prince, or in a few
grandees. And this {pirit of liberty is {o deeply implanted in qur
conftitution, and rooted even in our very foil, that a {lave or a.
negro, the moment he lands in England, falls under the pro-
tection of the laws, and fo far becomes a freeman®; though the:
mafter’s right to his fervice may probably ftill continue.

Tu £ abfolute rights of every Englithman (which, taken in a:
political and extenfive fenfe, are ufually called their liberties) as
they are founded on nature and. reafon, fo they are coeval with.
our form of government; though fubject at times to fluGtuate
and change : their eftablithment (excellent as it is) being fill
human. At fome times we have feen them deprefled by over-
bearing and tyrannical princes ; at others {o luxuriant as even to
tend to anarchy, a worfe ftate than tyranny itfelf, as.any govern~
ment is better than none at all. But the vigour of our free con-
ftitution has always delivered the nation from thefe embarafl-
ments, and, as foon as the convulfions confequent on the ftruggle
have been over, the ballance of our rights and liberties has fet-
tled to it’s proper level ;. and their fundamental articles have been
from time to time aflerted in parliament, as often as they were
thought to be in danger.

FirsT, by the great charter of liberties, which was obtain-
ed, fword in hand, from king John; and afterwards, with {fome
alterations, confirmed in parliament by king Henry the third, his
fon. Which charter contained very few new grants ; but, as fir
Edward Coke" obferves, was for the moft part declaratory of the:
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