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they carnot have the benefit and protection of the comnion law)
but that all fuch imprifonments fhall be illegal ; that the perfon,.
who fhall dare to commit another contrary to this law, thall be
difabled from bearing any office, fhall incur the penalty of a
pracmunire, and be incapable of receiving the king’s pardon :
and the party {uffering fhall alfo have his private action againft
the perfon committing, and all his aiders, advifers and abettors,,
and fhall recover treble cofts; befides his damages, which no jury
thall affefs at lefs than five hundred pounds.

Tux law is in this refpe@ fo benignly and liberally conftrued
for the benefit of the fubjet, that, though within the realm the
king may command the attendance and fervice of all his liege-
men, yet-he cannot fend any man our of the realm, even upon
the public fervice; excepting failors and foldiers, the nature of
whofe employment neceflarily implies an exception : he cannot
even conftitute a man lord deputy or lieutenant of Ireland againft
his will, nor make him a foreign embaffador ¢, For this might
in reality be no more than an honorable exile.

III. Tue third abfolute right, inherent in every Englifhman,,
is that of property: which confifts in the free ufe, enjoyment,
and difpofal of all his acquifitions, without any control or dimi-
nution, fave only by the laws of the land. The original of pri-
vate property is probably founded in nature, as will be more fully
explained in the fecond book of the enfuing commentaries : but
certainly the modifications under which we at prefent find it, the
method of conferving it in the prefent owner, and of tranflating
it from man to man, are entirely derived from fociety ; and are
fome of thofe civil advantages, in exchange for which every in-
dividual has refigned a part of his natural liberty. The laws of
England are therefore, in point of honor and juftice, extremely
watchful in afcertaining and proteting this right. Upon this
principle the great charter” has declared that no freeman fhall be
diffeifed, or divefted, of his freehold, or of his liberties, or free
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