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NorRr is this the only inftance in which the law of the land
has poftponed even public neceflity to the facred and inviolable
rights of private property. For no fubjet of England can be
conftrained to pay any aids or taxes, even for the defence of the
realm or the fupport of government, but fuch as are impofed by
his own confent, or that of his reprefentatives in parliament.
By the ftatute 25 Edw. I. c. 5 and 6. it is provided, that the king
thall not take any aids or tafks, but by the common affent of the
realm. And what that common affent is, is more fully explained
by 34 Edw. L. ft. 4. c. 1. which* enads, that no talliage or aid
thall be taken without affent of the arch-bithops, bithops, earls,
barons, knights, burgefles, and other freemen of the land : and
again by 14 Edw. III. ft.2. c.1. the prelates, earls, barons, and
commons, citizens, burgefles, and merchants fhall not be charged
to make any aid, if it be not by the common affent of the great
men and commons in parliament. And as this fundamental
law had been thamefully evaded under many {ucceeding princes,
by compulfive loans, and benevolences extorted without a real
and voluntary confent, it was made an article in the petition: of
right 3 Car. I, that no man fhall be compelled to yield any gift,
loan, or benevolence, tax, or fuch like charge, without common
confent by a& of parliament. And, laftly, by the ftatute 1W.& M.
ft. 2. c. 2. it is declared, that levying money for or to the ufe of
the crown, by pretence of prerogative, without grant of parlia-
ment ; or for longer time, or in other manner, than the fame is
or fhall be granted, is illegal.

In the three preceding articles we have takea a fhort view of
the principal abfolute rights which appertain to every Englifh-
man. But in vain would thefe rights be declared, afcertained,
and protected by the dead letter of the laws, if the conftitution

t See the introdu@ion to the great char- 34 Edw.d, is in reality nothing more than
ter, (edit. Oxon.) fub ando 1297 ; wherein a fort of tranflation into Latin of the com- = |
it is thewn that this fatute 4 talliagio mon firmatio cartarum, 25 Edw. I, which was ori-
concedendo, {uppofed to have been made in ginally publifhed in the Norman language,
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