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fupreme power is divided into two branches ; the one legiflative,
to wit, the parliament, confifting of king, lords, and commons ;
the other executive, confifting of the king alone. It will be the
bufinefs of this chapter to confider the Britith parliament; in
which the legiflative power, and (of courfe) the fupreme and ab-
folute authority of the ftate, is vefted by our conftitution.

THE original or firft inftitution of parliaments is one of sthofe
matters that lie fo far hidden in the dark ages of antiquity, that.
the tracing of it out is a thing equally difficult and uncertain.
The word, parliament, itlelf (or colloguium, as fome of our hifto-
rians tranflate it) is comparatively of modern date, derived from
the French, and fignifying the place where they met and con-
ferred together. It was firft applied to general affemblies of the
ftates under Louis VII in France, about the middle of the twelfth
century® But it is certain that, long before the introduction of
the Norman language into England, all matters of importance
were debated and fettled in the great councils of the realm. A
practice, which feems to have been univerfal among the northern
nations, particularly the Germans®; and carried by them into
all the countries of Europe, which they overran at the diffolu-
tion of the Roman empire. Relics of which conftitution, under
various modifications and changes, are ftill to be met with in the
diets of Poland, Germany, and Sweden, and the aflembly of the
eftates in France®: for what is there now called the parliament is
only the fupreme court of juftice, cornpofed of judges and advo-
cates; which neither is in practice, nor is fuppofed to be in theory,
a general council of the realm.

WiTtH us in England this general council hath been held
immemorially, under the feveral names of michel-fynot/, or great
council, michel-gemote or great meeting, and more frequently

2. Mod. Un. Hift.zxiii. 307.. The firft Y De minoribus rebus principes confultant, de
mention of it in our ftatute law is in the wmajoribus omnes, 'Tac. de mor. Germ. ¢. 11.
preamble to theftatute of Weftm.1. 3Edw.I. ¢ Thele were affembled for the laft time,
A:Dirz7z: A.D.1561. SeeWhitelocke of Parl: c.7z.
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