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ftatutes or decifions are put in a manifeft contradiftinétion to cuf-
toms, or the common law. And in Edward the third’s time an
a& of parliament, made in the reign of William the conqueror,
was pleaded in the cafe of the abbey of St Edmund’s-bury, and
judicially allowed by the court ™

H e ~ cE it indifputably appears, that parliaments, or general
councils, are coeval with the kingdom itfelf. How thofe parlia-
ments were conftituted and compofed, is another quettion, which
has been matter of great difpute among our learned antiquarians;
and, particularly, whether the commons were fummoned at all ;
or, if fummoned, at what period they began to form a diftiné&
affembly. But it is not my intention here to enter into contro-
verfies of this fort. I hold it fufficient that it is generally agreed,
that in the main the conftitution of parliament, as it now ftands,
was marked out fo long ago as the feventeenth year of king John,
A.D.1215, in the great charter granted by that prince; wherein
he promifes to fummon all arch-bithops, bifhops, abbots, earls,
and greater barons, perfonally ; and all other tenants in chief
under the crown, by the fheriff and bailiffs; to meet at a cer-
tain place, with forty days notice, to aflefs aids and {cutages when
neceflary. And this conftitution has fubfifted in fact at leaft from
the year 1266, 49 Hen.III : there being ftill extant writs of that
date, to fummon knights, citizens, and burgefles to parliament.
I proceed therefore to enquire wherein confifts this conftitution of
parliament, as it now ftands, and has ftood for the fpace of at leaft
five hundred years. And in the profecution of this enquiry, I
thall confider, firft, the manner and time of it’s aflembling:
fecondly, it’s conftituent parts: thirdly, the laws and cuftoms
relating to parliament, confidered as one aggregate body: fourthly
and fifthly, the laws and cuftoms relating to each houfe, fepa-
rately and diftinétly taken : fixthly, the methods of proceeding,
and of making ftatutes, in both houfes : and laftly, the manner
of the parliament’s adjournment, prorogation, and diflolution.
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