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Tuesk are the conftituent parts of a parliament, the king,
the lords fpiritual and temporal, and the commons. Parts, of
which each is fo neceflary, that the confent of all three is requi-
red to make any new law that fhall bind the fubje&. Whatever
is enacted for law by one, or by two only, of the three is no fta-
tute ; and to it no regard is due, unlefs in matters relating to their
own privileges. For though, in the times of madnefs and anarchy,
the commons once pafled a vote?, ¢‘that whatever is enacted or
¢« declared for law by the commons in parliament aflembled hath
«¢ the force of law ; and all the people of this nation are conclu-
<t ded thereby, although the confent and concurrence of the king
¢ or houfe of peers be not had thereto;” yet, when the conftitu-
tion was reftored in all it’s forms, it was particularly enaéted by
ftatute 13Car. II. c.1. that if any perfon fhall maliciouily or ad-
vifedly affirm, that both or either of the houfes of parliament
have any legiflative authority without the king, fuch perfon fhall
incur all the penalties of a praemunire.

1II. WE are next to examine the laws and cuftoms relating to
parliament, thus united together and confidered as one aggregate
body.

Tur power and jurifdition of parliament, fays fir Edward
Coke®, is fo tranfcendent and abfolute, that it cannot be confi-
ned, either for caufes or perfons, within any bounds. And of this
high court he adds, it may be truly faid £ antiquitatem fpeétes,
<« oft vetuftiffima s fi dignitatem, eft bonoratiffima; fi juridictionem,
« gt capaciffima.” It hath {overeign and uncontrolable authority
in making, confirming, enlarging, reftraining, abrogating, re-
pealing, reviving, and expounding of laws, concerning matters
of all poflible denominations, ecclefiaftical, or temporal, civil,
military, maritime, or c_riminal: this being the place where that
abfolute defpotic power, which muft in all governments refide
fomewhere, is entrufted by the conftitution of thefe kingdoms.
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