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the moft flourifhing towns to fend reprefentatives to parliament.
9o that as towns encreafed in trade, and grew populous, they
were admitted to a thare in the legiflature. But the misfortune
is, that the deferted boroughs continued to be fummoned, as well
as thofe to whom their trade and inhabitants were transferred ;
except a few which petitioned to be eafed of the expenfe, then
ufual, of maintaining their members: four thillings a day being
allowed for a knight of the fhire, and two thillings for a citizen or
burgefs ; which was the rate of wages eftablithed in the reign
of Edward III™. Hence the members for boroughs now bear
above a quadruple proportion to thofe for counties, and the num-=
ber of parliament men is increafed fince Fortefcue’s time, in the
reign of Henry the fixth, from 300 to upwards of 5oo, exclu-
five of thofe for Scotland. The univerfities were in general not
empowered to fend burgefles to parliament ; though once; in
28 Edw. I. when a parliament was fummoned to confider of the
king’s right to Scotland, there were iffued writs, which required
the univerfity of Oxford to fend up four or five, and that of Cam-
bridge two or three, of their moft difcreet and learned lawyers
for that purpofe®. But it was king James the firft, who indul-
ged them with the permanent privilege to fend conftantly two of
their own body; to ferve for thofe ftudents who, though ufeful
members of the community, were neither concerned in the landed
nor the trading intereft; and to protett in the legiflature the
rights of the republic of letters. The right of election in boroughs
is various, depending intirely on the feveral charters, cuftoms,
and conftitutions of the refpe@ive places, which has occafioned
infinite difputes; though now by ftatute 2 Geo. 11. c. 24. the right
of voting for the future fhall be allowed according to the laft de-
termination of the houfe of commons concerning it. And by
ftatute 3 Geo. I1I. c.15. no freeman of any city or borough (other
than fuch as claim by birth, marriage, or fervitude) fhall be in-
titled to vote therein, unlefs he hath been admitted to his freedom
twelve calendar months before.
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