Ch. 2. of PErsoNs.

only for a day or two®: after which all bufinefs then depending
in the houfes was to be begun again. Which cuftom obtained {o
ftrongly, that it once became a queftion®, whether giving the
royal affent to.a fingle bill did not of courfe put an end to the
feflion. And, though it was then refolved in the negative, yet
the notion was fo deeply rooted, that the ftatute 1 Car.I. c.7.
was pafied to declare, that the king’s affent to that and fome other
acs thould not put an end to the feflion; and, even {o late as the
reftoration of Charles 1I, we find a provifo tacked to the firft bill
then enacted?, that his majefty’s affent thereto fhould not de-
termine the feflion of parliament. But it now feems to be al-
lowed, that a prorogation muft be expreflly made, in order to
determine the feflion. And, if at the time of an actual rebellion,
“ or imminent danger of invafion, the parliament thall be {feparated
by adjournment or prorogation, the king is empowered? to call
them together by proclamation, with fourteen days notice of the
time appointed for their reaffembling. '

A pissoLuTIoN is the civil death of the parliament; and
this may be effeGted three ways: 1. By the king’s will, exprefled
either in perfon or by reprefentation. For, as the king has the
fole right of convening the parliament, fo alfo it is a branch of
the royal prerogative, that he may (whenever he pleafes) pro-
rogue the parliament for a time, or put a final period to it's exif-
tence. If nothing had a right to prorogue or diffolve a parlia-
ment but itfelf, it might happen to become perpetual. And this
would be extremely dangerous, if at any time it thould attempt
to encroach upon the executive power : as was fatally experien-
ced by the unfortunate king Charles the firft; who, having un-
-advifedly paffed an a& to continue the parliament then in being
till fuch time as it thould pleafe to diffolve itfelf, at laft fell a fa-
crifice to that inordinate power, which he himfelf had confented
to give them. It is therefore extremely neceffary that the crown
thould be empowered to regulate the duration of thefe affemblies,
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