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grievances of the fubje, it was impoflible for any other title to
be afferted with any fafety ; and he became king under the title
of Henry IV. But, as fir Matthew Hale remarks ™, though the
people unjuftly affifted Henry IV in his ufurpation of the crown,
yet he was not admitted thereto, until he had declared that he
claimed, not as a conqueror, (which he very much inclined to
do") but as a fucceflor, defcended by right line of the blood royal ;
as appears from the rolls of parliament in thofe times. And in
order to this he fet up a thew of two titles: the one upon the
pretence of being the firft of the blood royal in the intire male
line, whereas the duke of Clarence left only one daughter Philippa;
from which female branch, by a marriage with Edmond Mortimer
earl of March, the houfe of York defcended : the other, by revi-
ving an exploded rumour, firft propagated by John of Gant, that
Edmond earl of Lancafter (to whom Henry’s mother was heirefs)
was in reality the elder brother of king Edward I'; though his
parents, on account of his perfonal deformity, had impofed him
on the world for the younger : and therefore Henry would be in-
titled to the crown, either as fucceflor to Richard I, in cafe the
intire male line was allowed a preference to the female; or, even
prior to that unfortunate prince, if the crown could defcend
through a female, while an intire male line was exifting.

HowEVER, as in Edward the third’s time we find the par-
liament approving and affirming the law of the crown, as be-
fore ftated, fo in the reign of Henry IV they aCtually exerted
their right of new-fettling the fucceflion to the crown. And this
was done by the ftatute 7 Hen. IV. c. 2. whereby it is enacted,
«< that the inheritance of the crown and realms of England and
«« France, and all other the king’s dominions, fhall be /e and re=-
““ main ° in the perfon of our fovereign lord the king, and in the
<« heirs of his body iffuing;” and prince Henry is declared heir
apparent to the crown, to hold to him and the heirs of his body
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