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iffuing, with remainder to lord Thomas, lerd John, and lord
Humphry, the king’s fons, and the heirs of their bodies refpec-
tively. Which is indeed nothing more than the law would have
done before, provided Henry the fourth had been a rightful king.
It however ferves to fhew that it was then generally underftood,
that the king and parliament had a right to new-model and. re-
gulate the fucceffion to the crown. And we may obferve, with
what caution and delicacy the parliament then avoided declaring
any fentiment of Henry’s original title. However fir Edward
Coke more than once expreflly declares®, that at the time of
pafling this a& the right of the crown was in the defcent from
Philippa, daughter and heir of Lionel duke of Clarence.

NeverTHELESs the crown defcended regularly from
Henry IV to his fon and grandfon Henry V and VI; in the latter
of whofe reigns the houfe of York aflferted their dormant title;
and, after imbruing the kingdom in blood and confufion for feven
years together, at laft eftablifthed it in the perfon of Edward IV.
At his acceflion to the throne, after a breach of the fucceflion
that continued for three defcents, and above threefcore years, the
diftinction of a king de jure, and a king de_faéto began to be firft
taken ; in order to indemnify fuch as had {ubmitted to the late
eftablitfhment, and to provide for the peace of the kingdom by
-confirming all honers conferred, and all ac&s done, by thofe who
were now called the ufurpers, not tending to the ditherifon of the
rightful heir. In ftatute 1 Edw. IV. c.1. the three Henrys are
ftiled, ¢ late kings of England fucceffively in dede, and not of
“ryght.” And, inall the charters which I have met with of king
Edward, wherever he has occafion to {peak of any of the line of
Lancafter, he calls them, “nuper de facto, et non de jure, reges
s Angliae.”

EpwAarp IV left two fons and a daughter; the eldeft of
which fons, king Edward V, enjoyed the regal dignity for a very
{hort time, and was then depofed by Richard his unnatural uncle ;
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