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of Scotland; and Henry II, by a defcent from Matilda their
daughter, is generally called the reftorer of the Saxon line. But
it muft be remembered, that Malcolm by his Saxon queen had
fons as well as daughters; and that the royal family of Scotland
from that time downwards were the offspring of Malcolm and
Margaret. Of this royal family king James the firft was the di-
rect lineal heir, and therefore united in his perfon every poflible
claim by hereditary right to the Englith as well as Scottifh throne,
being the heir both of Egbert and William the conqueror.

AND it is no wonder that a prince of more learning than wif-
dom, who could deduce an hereditary title for more than eight
hundred years, fhould eafily be taught by the flatterers of the
times to believe there was fomething divine in this right, and
that the finger of providence was vifible in it’s prefervation.
Whereas, though a wife inftitution, it was clearly a human in-
ftitution ; and the right inherent in him no natural, but a pofitive,
right. And in this and no other light was it taken by the Eng="
lith parliament; who by ftatute 1 Jac.I. c. 1. did ¢ recognize
‘¢ and acknowlege, that immediately upon the diffolution and-de-
¢“ceafe of Elizabeth late queen of England, the imperial crown
‘< thereof did by inherent birthright, and lawful and undoubted
¢¢ fucceflion, defcend and come to his moft excellent majefty, as
‘¢ being lineally, juftly, and lawfully, next and fole heir of the
¢ blood royal of this realm.” Not a word here of any right im-
mediately derived from heaven : which, if it exifted any where,
muit be fought for among the aborigines of the ifland, the an-
tient Britons; among whofe princes indeed fome have gone to
fearch it for him .

BuT, wild and abfurd as the do&rine of divine right moft un-
doubtedly is, it is ftill more aftonifhing, that when fo many hu-

¥ Elizabeth of York, the mother of queen defcent from Gladys only fifter to Lewellin
Margaret of Scotland, was heirefs of the ap Jorwerth the great, had the true right to
houfe of Mortimer. And Mr Carte obferves, the principality of Wales. iii. 705,
that the houfe of Mortimer, in virtue of it’s
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