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of king Charles the fecond. It is well known, that the purport
of this bill was to have fet afide the king’s brother and prefump-

_tive heir, the duke of York, from the fucceflion, on the fcore

of his being a papift; that it paflfed the houfe of commons, but
wasrejected by the lords; the king having alfo declared beforehand,
that he never would be brought to confent to it. And from this
tranfation we may collet two things: 1. That the crown was
univerfally acknowleged to be hereditary; and the inheritance in-
defeafible unlefs by parliament : elfe it had been needlefs to pre-
fer fuch a bill. 2. That the parliament had a power to have de-
feated the inheritance : elfe fuch a bill had been ineffe@ual. The
commons acknowleged the hereditary right then fubfifting; and
the lords did not difpute the power, but merely the propriety, of
an exclufion. However, as the bill took no effe@, king James the
<2cond fucceeded to the throne of his anceftors ; and might have
enjoyed it during the remainder of his life, but for his own in-
fatuated conduét, which (with other concurring circumitances)
brought on the revolution in 1688.

THE true ground and principle, upon which that memorable
event proceeded, was an entirely new cafe in politics, which had
never before happened in our hiftory; the abdication of the reign-
ing monarch, and the vacancy of the throne thereupon. It was
not a defeazance of the right of fucceflion, and a new limitation
of the crown, by the king and both houfes of parliament : it was
the act of the nation alone, upon a convi¢tion that there was no
king in being. For in a full affembly of the lords and commons,
met in convention upon the fuppofition of this vacancy, both
houfes¥ came to this refolution; ¢ that king James the fecond,
¢ having endeavoured to fubvert the conftitution of the kingdom,
¢ by breaking the original contra betwecen king and people;
¢ and, by the advice of jefuits and other wicked perfons, having
“¢ violated the fundamental laws; and having withdrawn himfelf
«¢ out of this kingdom; has abdicated the government, and that the
“ throne is thereby vacant.” Thus ended at once, by this fudden
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