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and unexpected vacancy of the throne, the old line of fucceffion ;
which from the conqueft had lafted above fix hundred years, and
from the union of the heptarchy in king Egbert almoft nine hun-
dred. The facts themfelves thus appealed to, the king’s endea-
vours to fubvert the conftitution by breaking the original contract,
his violation of the fundamental laws, and his withdrawing him-
felf out of the kingdom, were evident and notorious: and the
confequences drawn from thefe fa&ts (namely, that they amounted
to an abdication of the government; which abdication did not
affe only the perfon of the king himfelf, but alfo all his heirs,
and rendered the throne abfolutely and completely vacant) it
belonged to our anceftors to determine. For, whenever a quef-
tion arifes between the fociety at large and any magiftrate vefted
with powers originally delegated by that fociety, it muft be
decided by the voice of the fociety itfelf : there is not upon
earth any other tribunal to refort to. And that thefe confequen-
_ces were fairly deduced from thefe falts, our anceftors have fo-
lemnly determined, in a full parliamentary convention repre-
fenting the whole fociety. The reafons upon which they deci-
ded may be found at large in the parliamentary proceedings of
the times; and may be matter of inftrutive amufement for us
to contemplate, as a {peculative point of hiftory. But care muft
be taken not to carry this enquiry farther, than merely for inftruc-
tion or amufement. The idea, that the coniciences of pofterity
were concerned in the recitude of their anceftors’ decifions, gave.
birth to thofe dangerous political herefies, which fo long diftracted
the ftate, but at length are all happily extinguithed. I therefore
rather chufe to confider this great political meafure, upon the fo-
lid footing of authority, than to reafon in it’s favour from it’s juf-
.tice, moderation, and expedience: becaufe that might imply a
right of diffenting or revolving from it, in cafe we thould think
it to have been unjuft, oppreflive, or inexpedient. Whereas, our
anceftors having moft indifputably a competent jurifdiction to de-
cide this great and important queftion, and having in fa& deci-
ded it, it is now become our duty at this diftance of time to ac-
quiefce in their determination; being born under that eftablifh-
ment




