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ment which-was built upon this foundation, and obliged by every -
tie, religious as well as civil, to maintain it.

Bu T, while we reft this fundamental tranfa&ion, in point of
authority, upon grounds the leaft liable to cavil, we are bound
both in juftice and gratitude to add, that it was conduéted with
a temper and moderation which naturally arofe from it’s equity ;
that, however it might in fome refpects go beyond the letter of
our antient laws, (the reafon of which will more fully appear
hereafter *) it was agreeable to the {pirit of our conftitution, and
the fights of human nature; and that though in other points
(owing to the peculiar circumftances of things and perfons) it
was not altogether fo perfe&t as might have been withed, yet from
thence a new aera commenced, in which the bounds of preroga-
tive and liberty have been better defined, the principles of govern-
ment more thoroughly examined and underftood, and the rights
of the fubjet more explicitly guarded by legal provifions, than
in any other period of the Englith hiftory. In particular, it is
worthy obfervation that the convention, in this their judgment,
avoided with great wifdom the wild extremes into which the vi-
fionary theories of fome zealous republicans would have led them.
They held that this mifcondu& of king James amounted to an
endeavaur to {ubvert the conftitution, and not to an a¢tual fubver-
fion, or total diffolution of the government, according to the
principles of Mr Locke *: which would have reduced the fociety
almoft to a ftate of nature; would have levelled all diftinctions
of honour, rank, offices, and property; would have annihilated
the fovereign power, and in confequence have repealed all pofi-
tive laws; and would have left the people at liberty to have erected
a new {yftem of ftate upon a new foundation of polity. They
therefore very prudently voted it to amount to no more than an
abdication of the government, and a confequent vacancy of the
throne ; whereby the government was allowed to {ubfift, though
the executive magiftrate was gone, and the kingly office to re-
main, though king James was no longer king®. And thus the

2 See chap. 7. b Law of forfeit. 118, 119.
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