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Clearly therefore thefe princes were fucceffively in pofleffion of
the crown by a title different from the ufual courfe of defcent,

IT was towards the end of king William’s reign, when all
hopes of any furviving iffue from any of thefe princes died with
the duke of Glocefter, that the king and parliament thought it
neceflary again to exert their power of limiting and appointing
the fucceffion, in order to prevent another vacancy of the throne;
which muft have enfued upon their deaths, as no farther provi-
{ion was made at the revolution, than for the iffue of king Wil-
liam, queen Mary, and queen Anne, The parliament had pre-
vioufly by the ftatute of 1 W. & M. ft.2. c.2. enaled, that every
perfon who fhould be reconciled to, ‘or hold communion with,
the fee of Rome, thould profefs the popifh religion, or fhould
marry a papift, thould be excluded and for ever incapable to in-
herit, poflefs, or enjoy, the crown; and that in fuch cafe the
people thould be abfolved from their allegiance, and the crown
thould defcend to fuch perfons, being proteftants, as would have
inherited the fame, in cafe the perfon {o reconciled, holding com-
munion, profefling, or marrying, were naturally dead. To aé
therefore confiftently with themfelves, and at the fame time pay
as much regard to the old hereditary line as their former refolu-
tions would admit, they turned their eyes on the princefs Sophia,
eleCtrefs and duchefs dowager of Hanover, the moft accomplifhed
princefs of her age®. For, upon the impending extinion of the
proteftant pofterity of Charles the firft, the old law of regal def-
cent direted them to recur to the defcendants of James the firft;
and the princels Sophia, being the youngeft daughter of Elizabeth
queen of Bohemia, who was the daughter of James the firft,
was the neareft of the antient blood royal, who was not incapa-
citated by profefling the popifh religion. On her therefore, and
the heirs of her body, being proteftants, the remainder of the

¢ Sandford, in his genealogical hiftory, mia, fays, the firft was reputed the moft
publithed 4.D. 1677, fpeaking (page535) learned, the fecond the greateft artift, and
of the princefles Elizabeth, Louifa, and the laft one of the moft accomplithed ladies
Sophia, daughters of the queen of Bohe- in Europe.
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