of Persowns.

CHAPTER THE FOURTH.

Orfr Turg KINGs rRovar FAMILY.

HE firft and moft confiderable branch of the king’s royal
family, regarded by the laws of England, is the queen.

Tue queen of England is either queen regent, queen confort,
or queen dowager. The queen regent, regnant, or fovereign, is
the who holds the crown in her own right; as the firft (and per-
haps the fecond) queen Mary, queen Elizabeth, and queen Anne;
and fuch a one has the fame powers, prerogatives, rights, digni=
ties, and duties, as if the had been a king. This was obferved
in the entrance of the laft chapter, and is expreflly declared by
ftatute 1 Mar. I. ft. 3. c. 1. But the queen confort is the wife of
the reigning king ; and the by virtue of her marriage is partici-
pant of divers prerogatives above other women ®

AND, firft, the is a public perfon, exempt and diitin& from
the king; and not, like other married women, fo clofely con-
nected as to have loft all legal or feparate exiftence fo long as the
marriage continues. For the queen is of ability to purchafe lands,
and to convey them, to make leafes, to grant copyholds, and do
other adts of ownerthip, without the concurrence of her lord ;
which no other married woman can do®: a privilege as old as the

* Finch. L. 86, > 4 Rep. 23.
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