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which fhip-money was a fatal inftance) the king,. at the petition

of his queen Henrietta Maria, iffued out his writ for levying it ;

but afterwards purchafed it of his confort at the price of ten

thoufand pounds; finding it, perhaps, too trifling and troublefome

to levy. And when afterwards, at the reftoration, by the aboli-

tion of the military tenures, and the fines that were confequent

upon them, the little that legally remained of this revenue was

reduced to almoft nothing at all, in vain did Mr Prynne, by a.
treatife which does honour to his abilities as a painful and judi-

cious antiquarian, endeavour to excite queen Catherine to revive
this antiquated claim.

A noTHER antient perquifite belonging to the queen' confort,
mentioned by all our old writers*, and, therefore only, worthy
notice, is this: that on the taking of a whale on the coafts, which
is aroyal fith, it fhall be divided between the king and queen ; the
head only being the king’s property, and the tail of it the queen’s.
¢ De fturgione obfervetur, quod rex illum habebit integrum : de ba-
¢ Jena vero E/zgﬁcz’;f, Ji rex habeat caput, et regina caudam.” The
reafon of this whimfical divifion, as afligned by our antient re-
cords?, was, to furnith the queen’s wardrobe with whalebone.

Bu T farther : though the queen is in all refpeéts a fubje&,
yet, in point of the fecurity of her life and perfon, fhe is put on
the fame footing with the king. It is equally treafon (by the
ftatute 25 Edw. I11.) to compafs or imagine the death of our lady
the king’s companion, as of the king himfelf : and to violate, o
defile, the queen confort, amounts to the fame high crime; as
well in the perfon committing the faé, as in the queen herfelf,
if confenting. A law of Henry the eighth * made it treafon alfo:
for any woman, who was not a virgin, to marry the king without
informing him thereof : but this law was foon after repealed ; it
trefpafling too ftrongly, as well on natural juftice; as female mo=

* Braton. / 3. ¢. 3. Britton, ¢, 17. Flet, ¥ Pryn. Aur. Reg. 127.
41 ciq5 &5 46, z Stat, 33 Hen VIIL c. 21,

defty.




