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defty. If however the queen be accufed of any fpecies of trea-
fon, fhe thall (whether confort or dowager) be tried by the houfe
of peers, as queen Ann Boleyn was in 28 Hen.VHI.

TuEe hufband of a queen regnant, as prince George of Den-
mark was to queen Anne, is her fubje@ ; and may be guilty of
high treafon againft her : but, in the inftance of conjugal fidelity,
he is not fubjected to the fame penal reftriGtions. For which the
reafon feems to be, that, if a queen confort is unfaithful to the
royal bed, this may debafe or baftardize the heirs to the crown ;
but no fuch danger can be confequent on the infidelity of the
hufband to a queen regnant.

A QUEEN dowager is the widow of the king, and as fuch
enjoys moft of the privileges belonging to her as queen confort.
. But it is not high treafon to confpire her death; or to violate her
chaftity, for the fame reafon as was before alleged, becaufe the
fucceffion to the crown is not thereby endangered. Yet ftill, pro
dignitate regali, no man can marry a queen dowager without {pe- ?
cial licence from the king, on pain of forfeiting his lands and |
goods. This fir Edward Coke* tells us was enacted in parliament
in 6 Hen.VI, though the ftatute be not in print. But fhe, though
an alien born, fhall ftill be intitled to dower after the king’s de-
mife, which no other alien is®. A queen dowager, when mar-
ried again to a fubje&, doth not lofe her regal dignity, as peerefles
dowager do their peerage when they marry commoners. For Ka-
therine, queen dowager of Henry V, though fhe married a pri-
vate gentleman, Owen ap Meredith ap Theodore, commonly called
Owen Tudor ; yet, by the name of Katherine queen of England,
maintained an action againft the bifhop of Carlifle. And fo the
queen dowager of Navarre marrying with Edmond, brother to
king Edward the firft, maintained an ation of dower by the
name of queen of Navarre®.

* 2Inft.18. See Riley’s Plac, Parl.67z. ¢ 2 Inft. go.
b Co. Litt. 31.




