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TuE prince of Wales, or heir apparent to the crown, and alfo
his royal confort, and the princefs royal, or eldeft daughter of the
king, are likewife peculiarly regarded by the laws. For, by fta-
tute 25 Edw. III, to compafs or confpire the death of the former,
or to violate the chattity of either of the latter, are as much high
treafon, as to conipire the death of the king, or violate the chaf-
tity of the queen. And this upon the fame reafon, as was before
given ; becaufe the prince of Wales is next in fucceflion to the
crown, and to violate his wife might taint the blood royal with
baftardy : and the eldeft daughter of the king is alfo alone inhe-
ritable to the crown, in failure of iflue male, and therefore more
refpected by the laws than any of her younger fifters ; infomuch
that upon this, united with other (feodal) principles, svhile our
military tenures were in force, the king might levy an aid for
marrying his eldeft daughter, and her only. The heir apparent
to the crown is ufually made prince of Wales and earl of Chetter,
by fpecial creation, and inveftiture ; but, being the king’s eldeft

{on, he is by inheritance duke of Cornwall, without any new
creation ¢,

THE younger fons and daughters of the king, who are not in
the immediate line of fucceflion, are little farther regarded by
the laws, than to give them precedence before all peers and pub-
lic officers as well ecclefiaftical as temporal. This is done by the
ftatute 31 Hen.VIII. c. ro. which enacs that no perfon, except
the king’s children, fhall prefume to fit or have place at the fide
of the cloth of eftate in the parliament chamber; and that cer-
tain great officers therein named fhall have precedence above all
dukes, except only-fuch as fhall happen to be the king’s fon,
brother, uncle, nephew (which fir Edward Coke ® explains to
fignify grandfon or nepos) or brother’s or fifter’s fon. But under
the defcription of the king’s children his grandfons are held to be
included, without having recourfe to fir Edward Coke’s inter-
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