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CHAPTER THE FIFTH.

Or tue COUNCILS perLonGING TO THE KING.

~HE third point of view, in'which we are to confider the

king, is with regard to his councils. For, in order to affift

him in the difcharge of his duties, the maintenance of his dig-

nity, and the exertion of his prerogative, the law hath afligned
him a diverfity of councils to advife with.

1. Tﬁ E firft of thefe is the high court of parliament, whereof
we have already treated at large.

2. Seconpiry, the peers of the realm are by their birth he-
reditary counfellors of the crown, and may be called together by
the king to impart their advice in all matters of importance to
the realm, either in time of parliament, or, which hath been
their principal ufe, when there is no parliament in being®. Ac-
cordingly Bra&on?®, fpeaking of the nobility of his time, fays
they might properly be called ¢ confiles, a confulendo; reges-enim
““ tales fibi affociant ad confulendum.” And in our law books © it is
laid down, that peers are created for two reafons; 1. Ad confulen-
dum, 2. Ad defendendum regem : for which reafons the law gives
them certain great and high privileges; fuch as freedom from
arrefts, &¢, even when no parliament is fitting : becaufe the law
intends, that they are always affifting the king with their counfel
for the commonwealth ; or keeping the realm in fafety by their
prowefs and valour.

2 Co. Litt.110. ¢ 7Rep.34. gRep.4g. 12Rep. gb.
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