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fited of privy counfellors, were diffolved ; and it was declared
illegal for them to take cognizance of any matter of property;.
belonging to the fubjes of this kingdom. But, in plantation or
admiralty caufes, which arife out of the jurifdiction of this king—-
dom; and in matters of lunacy and idiocy ™, being a {pecial flower
of the prerogative; with regard to thefe, although they may e-
ventually involve queftions of extenfive property, the privy coun-
cil continues to have cognizance, being the court of appeal in
fuch caufes: or, rather, the appeal lies to the king’s majefty
himielf in council. Whenever alfo a queftion arifes between two
provinces in America or elfewhere, as concerning the exteat of
their charters and the like, the king in his council exercifes o7~
ginal jurifdi¢tion therein, upon the principles of feodal fovereign=
ty. And fo likewife when any perfon claims an ifland or a pro-
vince, in the nature of a feodal principality, by grant from the
king or his anceftors, the determination of that right belongs to
his majefty in council: as was the cafe of the earl of Derby with
regard to the ifle of Man in the reign of queen Elizabeth, and:
of the earl of Cardigan and others, as reprefentatives of the duke-
_of Montague, with relation to the ifland of St Vincent in 1764.
But from all the dominions of the crown, excepting Great Bri-
tain and TIreland, an appellate jurifdition (in the laft refort) is
vefted in the fame tribunal ; which ufually exercifes it’s judicial
authority in. a committee of the whole privy council, who hear
the allegations and proofs, and make their report to his majefty:
in council, by whom the judgment is finally given.

As to the qualifications of members to fit at this board : any

natural born fubje& of England is capable of being a member of

the privy council ; taking the proper oaths for fecurity of the go-
vernment, and the teft for fecurity of the church. But, in order
to prevent any perfons under foreign attachments from infinua--
ting themfelves into this important truft, as happened in the reign
of king William in many inftances, it is enacted by the a&t of fet-
tlement ®, that no. perfon born out of the dominions of the crown:
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