of Persons.

CHAPTER THE SIXTH.

Or tue KING’s DUTIES.

ProcEED next to the duties, incumbent on the king by our

conftitution ; in confideration of which duties his dignity and
prerogative are eftablifhed by the laws of the land : it being a
maxim in the law, that protetion and fubjeion are reciprocal*.
And thefe reciprocal duties are what, I apprehend, were meant
by the convention in 1688, when they declared that king James
had broken the original contrall between king and people. But
however, as the terms of that original contra&t were in fome
meafure difputed, being alleged to exift principally in theory, and
to be only deducible by reafon and the rules of natural law; in
which deduction different underftandings might very confiderably
differ ; it was, after the revolution, judged proper to declare thefe
duties expreflly, and to reduce that contract to a plain certainty.
So that, whatever doubts might be formerly raifed by weak and
fcrupulous minds about the exiftence of fuch an original contra&,
they muft now entirely ceafe; efpecially with regard to every
prince, who hath reigned fince the year 1688.

T u E principal duty of the king is, to govern his people ac-
cording to law. Nec regibus infinita aut libera poteflas, was the
conftitution of our German anceftors on the continent®. And this
is not only confonant to the principles of nature, of liberty, of

o Bep o b Tac. de mor. Germa ¢.7.
Ef reafon,




