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myfteries of the bona dea, was not fuffered to be pried into by any
but fuch as were initiated in it’s fervice : becaufe perhaps the exer-
tion of the one, like the folemnities of the other, would not bear
the infpe&tion of a rational and fober enquiry. The glorious queen
Elizabeth herfelf made no fcruple to direé her parliaments to ab-
ftain from difcourfing of matters of ftate®; and it was“thexgon&ant
language of this favorite princefs and her minifters, that even that
auguft aflembly < ought not to deal, to judge, or to meddle, with
¢ her majefty’s prerogative royal°.” And her fucceflor, king James
the firft, who had imbibed high notions of the divinity of regal
{way, more than once laid it down in his {peeches, that ¢ as it is
¢ atheifm and blafphemy in a creature to difpute what the deity
“¢ may do, {o it is prefumption and fedition in a fubje& to difpute
¢t what a king may do in the height of his power : good chrif-
«¢ tians, he adds, will be content with God’s will, revealed in his
“ word; and good fubjects will reft in the king’s will, revealed

< in /s law 4.”

BuT, whatever might be the fentiments of fome of our prin-
ces, this was never the language of our antient conftitution and
laws. The limitation of the regal authority was a firft and eflen-
tial principle in all the Gothic fyftems of government eftablifhed
in Europe; though gradually driven out and overborne, by violence
and chicane, in moft of the kingdoms on the continent. We have
feen, in the preceding chapter, the fentiments of Bracton and For-
tefcue, at the diftance of two centuries from each other. And fir
Henry Finch, undér Charles the firft, after the lapfe of two cen-
turies more, though he lays down the law of prerogative in very
ftrong and emphatical terms, yet qualifies it with a general re-
firiction, in regard to the liberties of the people. ¢ The king
¢ hath a prerogative in all things, that are not injurious to the
“ {fubje¢t; for in them all it muft be remembered, that the king’s
¢¢ prerogative ftretcheth not to the doing of any wrong °.”  Nikil»
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