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thority, as are rooted in and {pring from the king’s political per-
fon, confidered merely by itfelf, without reference to any other
extrinfic circumftance ; as, the right of fending embaffadors, of
creating peers, and of making war or peace. But fuch preroga-
tives as are ucidental bear always a relation to fomething elfe,
diftin¢t from the king’s perfon ; and are indeed only exceptions,
in favour of the crown, to thofe general rules that are eftablifhed
for the reft of the community : fuch as, that no cofts fhall be
recovered againft the king ; that the king can never be a joint-
tenant ; and that his debt fhall be preferred beéfore a debt to any
of his fubje&s. Thefe, and an infinite number of other inftan-
ces, will better be underftood, when we come regularly to con-
fider the rules themfelves, to which thefe incidental prerogatives
are exceptions. And therefore we will at prefent only dwell upon
the king’s fubftantive or direct prerogatives.

THE s £ {ubftantive or diret prerogatives may again be divided
into three kinds : being fuch as regard, firft, the king’s royal
charaller 5 {econdly, his royal authority; and, laftly, his royal -
come. 'Thefe are neceffary, to fecure reverence to his perfon, obe-
dience to his commands, and an affluent fupply for the ordinary
expenfes of government ; without all of which it is impoffible to
maintain the executive power in due independence and vigour.
Yet, in every branch of this large and extenfive dominion, our
free conftitution has interpofed fuch feafonable checks and reftric-
tions, as may curb it from trampling on thofe liberties, which it
was meant to fecure and eftablith. The enormous weight of pre-
rogative (if left to itfelf, as in arbitrary government it is) {preads
havoc and deftruction among all the inferior movements: but,
when balanced and bridled (as with us) by it’s proper counter-
poife, timely and judicioufly applied, it’s operations are then
equable and regular, it invigorates the whole machine, and en-
ables every part to anfwer the end of 1t’s conftruction.

IN the prefent chapter we fhall only confider the two firft of
thefe divifions, which relate to the king’s political cbaraéfer and
authority ;




